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1.2.1. Production of statistics on
International Trade in Services

1.1.1. Production of External
Trade Indices (Export-Import
Unit Value Indices) on the
basis of the Foreign Economic
Activity Commodity
Nomenclature (HS) by sections

Unit Value Indices (UVI)
on the basis of the Foreign
Economic Activity
Commodity Nomenclature
(HS) by sections

Statistics on International
Trade in Services by types
of services and countries

Produced Export-Import

External Trade
Unit Value
Indices
published on the
Geostat webpage:
WWwWw.geostat.ge

The results of the
study of
international
trade in services
since 2022 are
published on the
geostat website:
wWww.geostat.ge

LEPL National
Statistics Office
of Georgia

LEPL National
Statistics Office
of Georgia

National Bank
of Georgia

Quarterly data for 2022 has been processed, detailed data was
published on July 31, 2023.

The data is available on Geostat’s website at the following link:
https://www.geostat.ge/en/modules/categories/713/external -
trade-unit-value-indices-uvi

2022 on international trade in services was published on the 31+
of October 2023.

The data is available on Geostat’s website at the following link:
https://www.geostat.ge/ka/modules/categories/766/momsakhure
bit-saertashoriso-vachroba

2.1.1 Promoting the
participation of Georgian
companies in international
events, exhibitions and trade
missions in EU countries

2.2.1. Support to the small and
medium entrepreneurship within
the programme of co-financing of
interest rate on loan/lease

Number of exporting
companies participating in
international events,
exhibitions and trade missions
in EU countries

Number of co-financed
enterprises

Annual Report of
Enterprise Georgia

enterprisegeorgia.g
ov.ge

Annual Report of
Enterprise Georgia

enterprisegeorgia.g
ov.ge

LEPL- Enterprise
Georgia

LEPL- Enterprise
Georgia

In 2023, with the support of the agency Georgian small and

medium businesses participated in 10 international exhibitions
and 2 showrooms during the fashion week, in Italy, Germany,
Portugal and France. In total, the agency co-financed 114 cases
of Georgian companies' participation in the above-mentioned
events.

In 2023, 655 loans/leases were approved for 560 enterprises
within the Universal program, with the total amount of GEL
519.6 min.

The projects entail investments of GEL 898.1 mln and plan to
create more than 5,700 jobs.
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2.3.1. Training of export Number of certified export | Annual Report of | LEPL- Selected higher | As of 2023, 3 export manager certification courses were
managers of small and medium | managers Enterprise Enterprise educational conducted. The courses were held in Tbilisi, Zugdidi and Telavi,
businesses Georgia Georgia institution it total 60 export managers were trained.
enterprisegeorgia
.gov.ge
2.3.2. Promoting the platform Number of companies Annual Report of | LEPL- In 2023, up to 100 companies were registered on
“Trade with Georgia” and registered on the platform | Enterprise Enterprise Tradewithgeorgia platform.
increasing its usage Georgia Georgia
enterprisegeorgi.
gov.ge
2.3.3. Implementation of Number of supported Annual Report of | LEPL- In the fourth quarter of 2023, the technical assistance program
technical assistance program for | export-oriented companies | Enterprise Enterprise was announced under the updated conditions.
export promotion. Georgia Georgia
enterprisegeorgia
.gov.ge

3.1.1. Elaboration of technical Adopted technical matsne.gov.ge Ministry of Ministry of With the technical assistance of the FEuropean Union, an
regulation in accordance with regulation Internally Economy and international expert and a local expert have been contracted. An
Regulation 2017/745 / EU on Displaced Sustainable international expert, with the active involvement of the
medical devices and Regulation Persons from Development Ministry, prepared an analysis of the existing regulatory base and
2017/746 / EU on in vitro the Occupied the market of medical devices. An action plan for the preparation
diagnostic medical devices. Territories, of technical regulations was developed. At the end of September,
Labour, Health the preparation of the first working version of the regulatory law
and Social in English was completed. Procedures for agreement with its
Affairs interested parties are underway
3.1.2. Elaboration of a technical | Adopted technical matsne.gov.ge Ministry of LEPL - Draft of technical regulation on non-automatic weighing
regulations for approximation of | regulations Economy and Georgian instruments (NAWI) was distributed for consultation in october
legislation with the MID Sustainable National 2023. Taking into account the received comments, the terms are
(Measuring Instruments Development of | Agency For being clarified and brought into compliance, which will be
Directive) and NAWI (Non- Georgia Standards And | completed in Q1 2024. Draft of technical regulation for
automatic weighing instruments) Metrology approximation with Directive on measuring Instruments (MID)
Directives (GEOSTM) has been prepared, which will be distribiuted for further

procedures in the first quarter of 2024.
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Harmonized standards of mentioned directives are fully
adopted as Georgian standards by the Georgian National
Agency for Standards and Metrology.
3.1.3. Elaboration of a technical | Adopted technical matsne.gov.ge Ministry of LEPL-Market The Resolution N161 of the Government of Georgia "On the
regulation according to the regulation Economy and Surveillance approval of the technical regulation on radio equipment" was
Directive 2014/53/EU of the Sustainable Agency adopted in 24 of April 2023.
European Parliament and of the Development of The Georgian National Agency for Standards and Metrology
Council of April 16, 2014 on Georgia (GEOSTM) has adopted published a list of standards (harmonized
the harmonisation of the laws of standards) for fulfilling the requirements of the technical
the Member States relating to regulations (sst.geostm.gov.ge).
the making available on the
market of radio equipment and
repealing Directive 1999/5/EC
3.1.4. Elaboration of technical Adopted technical matsne.gov.ge Ministry of LEPL-Market The work on the Directive 2014/30/EU of the European
regulations according to the regulation Economy and Surveillance Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 has begun,
Directive 2014/30/EU of the Sustainable Agency according to which, the draft resolution of the Government of
European Parliament and Development of Georgia "On Approval of Technical Regulations on
Council of 26 February 2014 Georgia Electromagnetic =~ Compatibility" has been  prepared.
on the harmonization of the Consultations are ongoing with relevant agencies, after which it
laws of the Member States on will be submitted to the Government of Georgia for approval.
electromagnetic compatibility
The Georgian National Agency for Standards and Metrology
(GEOSTM) has adopted published a list of standards (harmonized
standards) for fulfilling the requirements of the technical
regulations (sst.geostm.gov.ge).
3.1.5. Elaboration of technical Adopted technical matsne.gov.ge Ministry of LEPL-Market On May 1%, 2023, with the resolution N165, the Government of
regulation according to the regulation Economy and Surveillance Georgia adopted technical regulation ,,On electrical equipment
Directive 2014/35/EU of the Sustainable Agency to be used within certain voltage limits®.
European Parliament and of Development of
the Council of 26 February Georgia The Georgian National Agency for Standards and Metrology
2014 on the harmonization of (GEOSTM) has adopted published a list of standards (harmonized
the laws of the Member States standards) for fulfilling the requirements of the technical
relating to the making regulations (sst.geostm.gov.ge).
available on the market of
electrical equipment designed

for use within certain voltage
limits
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3.1.6. Approximation of the Amendment to the Amendment of Ministry of LEPL-Market On April 18%, 2023, with the resolution N156, the Government
Technical Regulation on technical regulation technical Economy and Surveillance of Georgia adopted a relevant amendment to the technical
Construction Products to the regulation Sustainable Agency regulation on construction products and as a result, 17 new
Regulation 305/2011 of the approved by the | Development of construction products have been covered by this technical
European Parliament and of resolution of the | Georgia regulation.
the Council of 9 March 2011 Government of

laying down harmonised
conditions for the marketing
of construction products

Georgia:
matsne.gov.ge

The Georgian National Agency for Standards and Metrology
(GEOSTM) has adopted published a list of standards (harmonized
standards) for fulfilling the requirements of the technical
regulations (sst.geostm.gov.ge).

3.1.7. Adopt the International
and European Standards as a
Georgian Standards;
Particularly the harmonized
standards referred in sectoral
directives, specified in Annex
IIT-A (TBT) of the AA

The number of European
and/or international
standards adopted as
Georgian standards

Agency Gen.
Directorial
Ordinances on
the Adoption of
Standards

LEPL -
Georgian
National
Agency For
Standards And
Metrology
(GEOSTM)

As of 2023 year, the Georgian National Agency for Standards
and Metrology (GEOSTM) has adopted 4,261 standards as
Georgian standards (GES), among them:

e  GESISO (International Standard) - 45;

e  GES EN (European Standard) — 4,216.

The work for further harmonization with European standards is
underway.

3.2.1. Continuation of the
process of updating the
equipment of reference
laboratories in the field of
metrology in order to provide
new and/or enhanced services
in priority areas

Increased number and
range of services offered
(Procurement of
additional new equipment
for reference
divisions/labs. in 1
laboratory)

Calibration
certificates
issued by the
Agency

Annual Report of
the agency

LEPL -
Georgian
National
Agency For
Standards And
Metrology
(GEOSTM)

The list of equipment to be purchased during 2023 was developed
Ql 2023 for upgrading the equipment base of GEOSTM
Metrology Institute’s Reference Laboratories, taking into
account recommendations of twinning experts. During 12
months, standard samples were purchased for the Phys-
Chemical measurements laboratory. All laboratories of the
Institute of Metrology were equipped with the environmental
monitoring devices (temperature, humidity, pressure). Sensor of
relative humidity measurement devices for Temperature and
Humidity laboratory, light filters for radio-physics, optics and
acoustics division. Technical specifications have been prepared
and were purchased the reference platinum resistance
thermometer (to be supplied in the first half of 2024), with which
the GEOSTM plans to participate in international comparisons
within the framework of EURAMET in the field of temperature
measurements. An ionization chamber was purchased for the
reference division of radiation measurements.
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3.2.2. Taking necessary The number of BIPM database LEPL -
measures to maintain and / or internationally recognised | www.bipm.org Georgian Internationally recognized Calibration and Measurement
expand the international CMC entries (calibration National Capabilities (CMCs) of GEOSTM are maintained and consists of
recognition of priority reference | and measuring Agency For 65 CMC entries.
laboratories in metrology field capabilities) of the Standards And In order to maintain international recognition, as well as to
GEOSTM Metrology ensure traceability of measurements, GEOSTM Metrology
(GEOSTM Institute developed calibration programs for 2023 of its reference
standards and measuring instruments. It has been reviewed and
selected calibration and measurement capabilities (CMCs) of
different National Metrology Institutes - Czech (CMI), Turkey
(UME), Poland (GUM), Italy (InRIM), Spain (CEM). During 12
months’ reference piston gauge (manometer) has been calibrated
in Spanish Metrology Institute (CEM) in the framework of
twinning project. Reference Standards and measuring
instruments have been calibrated in the Czech Republic (CMI),
Turkey (UME), Poland (GUM) Metrology Institutes. To ensure
traceability, the reference standards for calibration was sent to
the Italian Institute of Metrology (InRIM) within the framework
of the twinning project.
It is planned to participate in EURAMET key comparisons in the
field of temperature measurements, also in bilateral comparisons
with National Metrology Institute of Spain CEM in the field of
physical-chemical measurements.
3.2.3. Implementation of Standard ISO 9001:2015 is | Pre-assessment LEPL - The list of necessary procedures and the final draft of the quality manual
Quality Management System implemented in Standards | report by Georgian were agreed with Twinning project experts. Development of relevant
(QMS) in Standards Department | Department European experts | National procedures has been completed. Work on implementatio.n of the qulal.ity
of GEOSTM accor djng t0 ISO for certification Agency For znanual anfl relzfted procedures, as well as transation of existing
9001:2015. of GEOSTM Standards And ocuments s ongomng:
according to ISO | Metrology In order to support the implementation of the procedures, within the
9001:2015 (GEOSTM) framework of the Twinning project,

On 3-5 May training “QMS Auditor-Lead Auditor Training Course,
CEPAS-qualified - Module 1”7 according to certified program was
conducted for Standards Department staff of GEOSTM;

On September 25-29, 2023, the second stage of training of the "CEPAS"
certified program "Leading auditors of quality management systems" was
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conducted for Standards Department staff of GEOSTM, the participants
were given certificates;
Within the framework of the "Twinning project”, a certification body
with international accreditation was selected for certification of
standards department according to ISO 9001:2015.
3.2.4. Continuation of Prepared documents and Annual report of | LEPL — Main activities for the implementation of the standard ISO
preparatory works for procedures required for GEOSTM Georgian 17034:2016 in Metrology Institute of GEOSTM was condacted in
introducing the new servicesin | the implementation of the National the framework of EU twinning project in Q3-Q4 2023.
the field of metrology in Quality Management Agency For
accordance with ISO 17034: System in accordance with Standards And
2016 reference materials the international standard Metrology
ISO 17034: 2016 (GEOSTM)
3.2.5. Start activities for GEOSTM is a full member | Information on LEPL - In order to maintain/expand international recognition,on July
GEOSTM’s full membershipin | of the EURAMET; EURAMET web- | Georgian 24-27 in GEOSTM was conducted so-called "peer evaluation"
European Regional Metrology page National which was carried out by EURAMET experts with the support
Organization (EURAMET) The selected priority Agency For of the twinning project.
laboratories of the Agency Standards And On July 24-27, 2023, EURAMET experts (representatives of the
have passed the peer Metrology metrological agencies of Italy and Spain) conducted an
review by EURAMET (GEOSTM) assessment (Peer-review) in accordance with the ISO/IEC
experts 17025:2017 standard the evaluation was successful, on the basis

of which the primary presentation of the GEOSTM was planned.
which was successfully presented at the EURAMET Quality
Technical Committee meeting on November 7, 2023, which is
one of the prerequisites for full EURAMET membership. which
is one of the prerequisites for full EURAMET membership.

Representatives of GEOSTM Metrology Institute are actively
involved and take part in the activities/work of EURAMET
technical committees:

e March 28-30 -EURAMET technical committee on
Quality meeting (online participation);

e  April 19-21 - representatives of the Temperature and
Humidity Reference Division took part in the
technical committee of EURAMET "Thermometry",
Bratislava Slovak Republic;

e May 23-26, the representative of the Electrical
Measurements Reference Division participated in the
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3.2.6. Update/improve the
existing status of Georgian
National Agency For Standards
And Metrology (GEOSTM) in
European Standardization
Organizations CEN/CENELEC
and implementation of
respective activities

GEOSTM status updated
to an affiliate member of
CEN/CENELEC

Information on
CEN/CENELC
web-page

LEPL -
Georgian
National
Agency For
Standards And
Metrology
(GEOSTM)

technical committee of EURAMET "Electricity and
magnetism", Brno, Czech Republic;

e  30.05-01.06 the representative of GEOSTM Metrology
Institute participated in the general assembly of the
European regional organization of metrology
EURAMET, which was held in Tallinn, Estonia.

e 19.09-21.09 representatives of the Institute of
Metrology of the Agency were attended the sub-
committee "Mass and Mass Recording Quantities" and
"Pressure" of the Technical Committee of the European
Regional Metrology Organization EURAMET in
Brussels (Belgium).

e OnOctober 24.10-25.10, representatives of metrology of the

Agency participated in the meeting of contact persons of TC

1.3 "Electricity and magnetism" of EURAMET (held online).

From January 1, 2023, GEOSTM is an affiliated member of the
CEN/CENELEC..

Work has been started to evaluate the requirements and the
existing framework for further integration into the European
standardization organizations.

Within the framework of the Twinning project, acquaintance
with existing requirements and guides for further raising the
membership status is in progress. On April 3-5, 2023 expert
mission was conducted for development of internal procedures
in accordance with the requirements of the European Regulation
EU 1025/2012;

On May 25-26, 2023, the Georgian side took part for the first
time in the meeting of the European Committee for
Standardization (CEN/TC 250) and in the international
conference on Eurocodes held on May 24, which were held in
"online" format. Working meetings were held with the
representatives of the "Joint Research Center" of the European
Commission to support of the working group "Eurocodes” of the
(TC 5) on
development respective Eurocodes and its national annexes.

National Standartization Technical Committee
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Work is underway to involve local experts in the activities of the
European Committee for Standardization in the Food Sector
(CEN/TC 275).
3.2.7. Strengthening capacity of | Minimum one new Developed LEPL - Ministry of In order to develop and implement schemes for accreditation,
the Accreditation Center and accreditation scheme has scheme / Georgian Economy and the following activities were carried out during the reporting
development/implementation of | been developed schemes in both | National Sustainable period:
accreditation schemes for voluntary and accreditation Development of
accreditation in various areas of regulated areas; body — Georgia Within the framework of twinning project, the invited expert
conformity assessment www.gac.gov.ge | Accreditation conducted a training on establishing/defining the scopes of
Center accreditation of notifying bodies.
Employees of the accreditation center visited in the German
accreditation body, where they participated in the evaluation
process of the management system certification body in
accordance to the ISO/IEC17021 standard.
Within the framework of the PTB project, training was
conducted on the validation and verification process of
greenhouse gases in accordance with the ISO 14065:2020
standard.
In case of appropriate application, the accreditation center has
the ability to start the accreditation procedures of the
certification bodies of the management systems.
PTB approved a project to strengthen Georgian organic and bio
product certification and accreditation capabilities.
3.2.8. Maintain/extend Maintain recognition from | The bilateral LEPL - Ministry of The final results of the peer-evaluation was published on 24th
recognition from EA EA at least in 6 areas, in agreement Georgian Economy and July, 2023. According to the results, GAC maintained
which recognitions were signed by EA and | National Sustainable recognition in all areas, which was successfully peer-evaluated
granted in 2019. GAC with accreditation Development of | previously:
Expanding EA recognition | reference to body — Georgia
in at least one sphere recognized areas. | Accreditation e Accreditation of testing laboratories (according to
Center international standard ISO/IEC17025);

Web-pages of
the GAC and the
EA

e Accreditation of calibration laboratories (in accordance with
the international standard ISO/IEC17025);
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3.2.9. Digitization of
Accreditation Center activities

3.2.10. Fulfill full membership
obligations, maintain
recognition in 6 spheres from
IAF/ILAC, and extend
recognition from ILAC

Functional
electronic system

Number of accreditation
works performed by
electronic means

Maintained full
membership in IAF/
ILAC and received
additional recognition

Www.gac.gov.ge

LEPL -
Georgian
National
accreditation
body -
Accreditation
Center

LEPL -
Georgian
National
accreditation

body —

Ministry of
Economy and
Sustainable

Development of

Georgia

Ministry of
Economy and
Sustainable

Development of

Georgia

o Accreditation of medical laboratories
international standard ISO 15189);

(according to

e Accreditation of inspection bodies(according to international
standard ISO/IEC17020 standard);

e Accreditation of the product certification bodies (according
to the international standard ISO/IEC 17065);

e Accreditation of personnel certification bodies (in
accordance with the international standard ISO/IEC 17024).

Within the peer-evaluation GAC was evaluated positively in
the field proficiency testing providers (according to ISO/IEC
17043 standard) and based on the peer-evaluation results
recognized accreditation scope of the GAC was extended
accordingly.

On February 3+, 2023, within the framework of the "twinning"
project, an information meeting was held regarding the
digitalization of the accreditation center's services, in order to
increase the awareness of interested parties. Within the
framework of the project, the invited expert discussed the
existing international and European practice in this direction and
the experience of the German accreditation center. The
developers of the digitization program talked about the technical
side of the program. The event was also attended by
representatives of the companies involved in the test mode of the
program, who spoke about the identified technical difficulties
and the program.

The digitalization program has transitioned into a live operation
technical assesories, experts, and representatives of the CABs are
actively adapting the program at this stage

Based on the positive results of the peer evaluation, carried out
by EA, Georgian Accreditation Center extended recognition of
ILAC in the field of proficiency testing providers (according to
ISO/IEC 17043 standard) .
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according to the results of EA from ILAC in the area of Accreditation Under the framework of the peer evaluation , carried out by EA,
peer-evaluation ISO/IEC 17043 Center the accreditation center was evaluated in one additional scope -
PTP (in accordance with the ISO/IEC 17043 standard) in order
to extend recognition
3.2.11. Revision of the rulesfor | Amendment to the Decree | Amendment of LEPL — Market Rules for determining the categories of hazard and risk
determining the categories of of the Government of the Decree of the | Surveillance assessment of products placed on the market is under assessment
hazard and risk assessment of Georgia is adopted Government of Agency and relevant amendment is in the initial stage of preparation.
products placed on the market Georgia Within the framework of the AA Facility project, relevant
and, if necessary, preparation of trainings will be conducted for the relevant staff members of the
the draft amendment matsne.gov.ge Agency, after which the draft will take its final form.
3.3.1. Organize meetings / Meetings held / Number of | List of attendees | LEPL - Ministry of e On February 20-22, 2023, LEPL - Georgian National Agency
seminars for interested parties, seminars; of seminars / Georgian Economy and For Standards And Metrology (GEOSTM) within the
including small and medium meetings; National Sustainable framework of the cooperation project with PTB of Germany
entrepreneurs Number of attendees Prepared accreditation Development of "CALIDENA", a seminar was held for interested parties
informational body - Georgia (manufacturers, importers, laboratories) "Identification of
materials; Accreditation quality-related challenges in the value chain of sandwich
Annual reports Center; panels".
of the Agencies; e On February 20-22, 2023, LEPL - Georgian National Agency
www.gac.gov.ge; = LEPL - for Standards And Metrology (GEOSTM) within the
www.geostm.ge; | Georgian framework of the cooperation project with PTB of Germany
www.msa.gov.ge | National "CALIDENA", a seminar was held for interested parties
Agency For (manufacturers, importers, laboratories) "Identification of
Standards And quality-related challenges in the value chain of sandwich
Metrology panels".
(GEOSTM), e On October 25, the German Institute of Metrology (PTB)
held an online seminar "Digitalization in the direction of
LEPL - Market accreditation and metrology" within the framework of the
Surveillance regional project. The representatives of the reference
Agency divisions of the Institute of Metrology of the Agency

participated, the representative of the reference division of
temperature and humidity of the Institute of Metrology
made a presentation.

e During 2023, by LEPL - Market Surveillance Agency
conducted 3 info sessions for manufacturers and importers
of paints and varnishes (35 participants in total) on the

10


http://www.gac.gov.ge/
http://www.geostm.ge/
http://www.msa.gov.ge/
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requirements of technical regulation about lead content in
paints and varnishes. three informative sessions about 17
new construction products were organized for appropriate
economic operators (55 participants in total) and 1 info
sessions about toys for appropriate economic operators (10
participants in total)

On January 31 and February 1%, a representative of the
German Accreditation Authority (DAKkS) and an expert
invited within the framework of the twinning project
conducted training on ISO/IEC 27001 and ISO/IEC 27006
standards and talked about technical issues of cyber
security. The event was attended by the National Security
Council, the Digital Governance Agency and
representatives of conformity assessment bodies, 15 people
in total.

On March 15, 2023, the closing event of the twinning
project "Strengthening the Georgian accreditation system in
relation to the EU technical regulations " was held in Tbilisi.
The invited guests were informed about the achievements
within the project. The mentioned project started in 2019
and within the framework of the project, a total of 98
events, 13 study visits were carried out. 35 experts were
involved in the implementation of the project. The event
was attended by representatives of various ministries, other
EU-funded twinning projects and diplomatic corps,
conformity assessment bodies, various government
agencies, business associations, think tanks and non-
governmental organizations that conduct research in the
field of international trade.

During the first quarter of 2023, by LEPL - Georgian
National Agency For Standards And Metrology (GEOSTM)
3 info sessions have been conducted with manufacturers and
importers of paints and varnishes (35 participants in total)
on the requirements of technical regulation about lead
content in paints and varnishes

11
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On March 30, 2023, the members of the National Mirror
Committee of the European Committee CEN/TC 250
("Structural Eurocodes") were selected during the working
meeting held in GEOSTM, in accordance with the decision
of the members of the Standardization Technical
Committee  (GEOSTM/TC 5). Additionally, The
corresponding working groups of the mentioned committee
were also defined: CEN/TC 250/SC 10, CEN/TC 250/SC 4,
CEN/TC 250/SC 5, and CEN/TC 250/SC 7, in these WGs
experts nominated by the GEOSTM will participate.

On April 29 with the support of German Metrology
Institute PTB regional project, representatives of the
Georgian National Agency for Standards and Metrology
(GEOSTM), Georgian Accreditation Center (GAC) and the
Market Surveillance Agency (MSA) took part in the panel
discussion, which was conducted in the framework of 28-30
April International Real Estate Week, co-organized by
ExpoGeorgia and Georgian National Association of Real
Estate.

On 28-30 April, representatives of the accreditation center
participated in the exhibition of construction materials,
where visitors had the opportunity to receive information
about the importance of conformity assessment,
accreditation and quality infrastructure and to discuss
interesting topics. Within the framework of the mentioned
event, a panel discussion was held on 29 April on the
topic: "Quality infrastructure for construction materials".
Representatives of the Georgian National Agency for
Standards and Metrology and the Market surveillance
Agency took part in the discussion together with the
representatives of the accreditation center.

During the reporting period, the composition of the
Accreditation Council was renewed and expanded, which
aims to increase the involvement of interested parties in the
activities of the accreditation center, for example discussing
issues related to the functioning of the accreditation system

12
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3.3.2. Organize trainings for
accredited conformity
assessment bodies in the fields

Number of organized
trainings;

Annual Report of
the agency;

WWW.gac.gov.ge

LEPL -
Georgian
National
accreditation

Ministry of
Economy and
Sustainable

of Georgia and presenting recommendations to interested
parties on issues related to accreditation policy. The updated
Accreditation Council consist with representatives of
different ministries, business associations, business
ombudsman, Georgian national agency for standards and
metrology, market surveillance and technical and
construction supervision agencies.

On May 25 2023, an "open door day" event was held by
GEOSTM in the framework of twinning project. The event
provided a unique opportunity for representatives of all
interested parties - business, academia and scientific
spheres, regulatory bodies, laboratories, to familiarize with
the services of the Georgian National Agency for Standards
and Metrology, to receive detailed theoretical and practical
information from GEOSTM experts in various fields:
standardization, metrology: Electrical measurements,
Temperature, Mass, Pressure, Radiation, acoustics,
Dimensional measurements, Mechanics and phys-chemical
measurements. Event was attended by about 70 invited
guests.

On September 18, 2023, the newly established National
Accreditation Council held its first meeting. During the
meeting, Council members were briefed on the projects and
activities that had been implemented by the accreditation
center, as well as the center's future goals. A temporary
council head and secretary were appointed during the
meeting. In total, 35 attendees were present.

On 21 September 2023 within the framework of twinning
project the sectoral seminar ,,standards for toys” was held

On February 7-9, a training was held regarding the simple
pressure vessel directive 2014/29/EU.

On February 22-23, an information meeting was held
regarding the construction materials and products directive.

13



DCFTA Implementation Action Plan for 2023 Implementation Report

3.4.1. Raising qualifications of
the staff in the field of
standardization and metrology

Number of seminars/

trainings conducted for

the staff of GEOSTM

Annual report of
the agency;
Webpage of the
agency:
WWWw.geostm.ge

LEPL -
Georgian
National
Agency For
Standards And
Metrology
(GEOSTM)

.. . Source of Responsible Partner .
Activity Output Indicator Verification In?sstli)tutmn Institution Implementation Report
of standards related to their Number of conformity body — Developmentof | ¢ On February 28, training was held on metrological
activities. assessment bodies Accreditation Georgia traceability and uncertainty determination in accordance
presented at the trainings Center with ILAC P10 and ILAC P14 requirements.

e On February 29 and March 1, trainings regarding the
requirements of ISO/IEC 17043 and ISO/IEC 17034
standards were held.

e  On March 6-7, a training was held for the notifying bodies
of the construction sector on the definition of the scope of
accreditation in accordance with the requirements of
Regulation 305/2011/EU.

3.3.3. Awareness raising on Number of organized Annual Report of | LEPL - Ministry of Within the framework of the AA Facility, GAC organized a
accreditation rules and trainings and number of the agency; Georgian Economy and seminar - ,Awareness raising for Georgian law enforcement
procedures among representatives of National Sustainable organizations about the Accreditation Systems in Georgian and
representatives of the executive, = executive, legislative and www.gac.gov.ge | accreditation Development of | the Europe “. The seminar took place from September 22 to 24,
legislative and judicial bodies judicial bodies body — Georgia 2023, and was attended by invited prosecutors and

Accreditation representatives of the Financial Investigation Service from

Center various regions of the country. The seminar was also attended by

the Director General of the Norwegian Accreditation Authority,
the Vice President of EA, and the Director General of the
Netherlands Accreditation Authority. In total, 20 people were
present at the seminar.

During the 9 months of 2023, the following seminars/trainings
in the fields of standards and metrology were held within the
framework of the twinning project:

Metrology:

e February 8, training on the European Directive
80/181/EEC regarding units of measurement.

e  February 14-17 and June 6-8, the quality manager of the
Italian Institute of Metrology (InRIM) conducted a
preparatory preliminary assessment/audit of the quality
system of GEOSTM Metrology Institute and the technical

part of the Temperature and Humidity reference division.
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DCFTA Implementation Action Plan for 2023 Implementation Report

Output Indicator

Source of
Verification

Responsible
Institution

Partner
Institution

Implementation Report

March 29, training on EURAMET rules and procedures,
requirements for peer evaluation organization and
evaluators.
February 20-25, study visit of the representatives of the
Pressure Laboratory of GEOSTM Metrology Institute to
the relevant laboratory of the Metrology Institute of Italy
(InRIM).
On May 23-25, an expert from the Italian Institute of
Metrology (INRIM) conducted a theoretical and practical
training in the acoustic measurements laboratory regarding
the calibration of the sound level meter according to ISO
61672-3 and ISO 61672-1.
On June 05-09, trainingon preparation Quality
Management System (QMS) documentation for the
production of Reference materials in accordance with the
requirements of EN ISO 17034:2016.
On July 18-20, an expert from the Italian Institute of
Metrology (INRIM) conducted training in the field of
pressure.
On September 11-15, an international expert - INRIM
(Ttaly) conducted a preliminary audit of the laboratory's
activities in the geometric measurements
reference division.
On October 23-27, members of mass and mass-related
quantities and physico-chemical reference department
were on a study visit to the Spanish Institute of
Metrology (CEM) in Madrid.

Standardization:

February 20-24, 2023, development of quality management
system procedures in accordance with ISO 9001:2015;
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Source of Responsible Partner

Sy Qi s e et i Institution Institution

Implementation Report

February 28 - March 2, 2023, standards translation,

acceptance and management procedures of the National

Mirror Committee (NMC);

March 27-31, QMS and CEN/CENELEC requirements.
June 29, 2023, the GEOSTM held a workshop "IT tools
for the National Mirror Committee (NMC) experts for
the development of standards and the activities of the
National Mirror Committee (NMC)".

March 12-18, 2023, study visit of the GEOSTM
representatives to the Italian National Standards
Authority (UNI), Within the framework of the visit,
MOU were signed between the agency and the
mentioned organizations.

On May 24, representatives of the GEOSTM Standards
Department participated in the international
conference on Eurocodes online, and on May 25 - 26,
the Georgian side participated for the first time in the
meeting of the European Standardization Committee
(CEN/TC 250), also in online format.

June 29, 2023, the GEOSTM held a workshop "IT tools
for the National Mirror Committee (NMC) experts for
the development of standards and the activities of the
National Mirror Committee (NMC)".

June 21-22, 2023 representatives of GEOSTM
participated in the General Assembly of European
Organizations of Standardization, which was held in
Belgrade, Serbia.

June 31- 5 August training for ,,standards translation
process by using machinery translation”

18-22 September, representatives of the GEOSTM
Standards Department participated online in the ISO
GA (held in Brisbane, Australia).

25- 29 September , for the representatives of GEOSTM
Standards Department second stage of “CEPAS”
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DCFTA Implementation Action Plan for 2023 Implementation Report

Output Indicator

Source of Responsible
Verification Institution

Partner
Institution

Implementation Report

3.4.2 Training of the Market
Surveillance Agency staff in
accordance with priorities

3.4.3. Improving the
qualification of accreditation
center employees

Number of trained
participants;

Number of trainings
conducted

The number of trainings
conducted with the
participation of
accreditation center
employees, the number of
retrained employees

Annual report of | LEPL — Market
the agency Surveillance

Agency

Annual Report of | LEPL -

the agency; Georgian
National

www.gac.gov.ge | accreditation
body -
Accreditation
Center

Ministry of
Economy and
Sustainable
Development of
Georgia

accredited program training was held for ,,QMS leading
Auditors".

e On November 26-December 2, 2023, within the
framework of the "Twinning project”, study visits of
representatives of the agency were made to the Spanish
national standards bodies (UNE). Within the
framework of the visit, MOU were signed between the
agency and the mentioned organizations.

Within the framework of the AA Facility project, in January
2023, MSA staff members (10 inspectors) were trained on the
best practices of the EU regarding the enforcement of Regulation
(EU) No 305/2011 onconstruction products, in the direction of
new construction products that are being added to the scope of
market surveillance from 2023.

Within the framework of the AA Facility project, in the second
quarter of 2023, working meetings were conducted between
MSA staff members and an invited expert to refine Georgian
legislation on market surveillance and approximate it to EU
regulations.

During the week of January 9-14, workshops related to the
establishment of notification schemes in accordance with EU
Regulation 768 were held in GAC.

On 16 February, training was held on the process of validation
and verification of greenhouse gases in accordance with the ISO
14065:2020 standard.

On 11 April, representatives of the Georgian Accreditation
Center attended the online seminar "Quality Infrastructure for
Green Transformation (QI4GT)".

On May 24, 2023, in the Republic of Croatia, in the city of
Dubrovnik, within the framework of the 53rd General Assembly
of the European Accreditation Organization, a memorandum of
understanding was signed between the national accreditation
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Activity

Output Indicator

Source of
Verification

Responsible
Institution

Partner
Institution

Implementation Report

3.5.1. Conducting the market
surveillance in the supervisory
areas of agency based on risk
analysis by theLEPL Market
Surveillance Agency

and technical)

Annual report of
the agency

LEPL — Market
Surveillance

Agency

Number of inspections
performed (documentary

bodies of Georgia and Moldova. The memorandum envisages
strengthening of cooperation, including the holding of joint
events, such as organizing thematic meetings to exchange
experiences, organizing trainings, exchanging information and
experience with each other and, exchanging assessors and
technical experts in case of need, etc.
Accreditation Center employees actively participated in
committees and workshops organized by international and
European accreditation organizations, in particular:

o EA Harmonization Committee, (HHC);

e EA inspection committee;

o EA Certification Committee;

e EA Laboratory Committee;

o EA General Assembly;

e ILAC-TAF JOINT MID-TERM MEETINGS;

e JLAC-IAF communication Committee meeting.

e EA Laboratory Committee Working Group Health Care

Meeting.

In 2023, the following market surveillance procedures has been

carried out by the MSA:

e 150 construction products placed on the market were
inspected.

e 9 pressure equipment placed on the market were inspected;

e 14 Machinery placed on the market were inspected in the
local market;

e 138 Paints and varnishes placed on the market were
inspected;

e 174 toys placed on the market were inspected;

e 82 appliances burning gaseous fuel placed on the market
were inspected;

e 35 personal protective equipment placed on the market
were inspected;

e 108 Ordinances issued on the restrictive measures were

verified.

18



DCFTA Implementation Action Plan for 2023 Implementation Report

Activity

Output Indicator

Source of
Verification

Responsible
Institution

Partner
Institution

Implementation Report

Samples of 44 construction products were sent to the
appropriate accredited laboratory.

Samples of 138 Paints and varnishes were sent to the
appropriate accredited laboratory;

Samples of 171 toys were sent to the appropriate accredited
laboratory.

Samples of 2 appliances burning gaseous fuel were sent to
the appropriate accredited laboratory.

In 2023, the following prior notices of import has been checked
by the MSA:

Prior notices of import of 12313 construction products;
Prior notices of import of 2721 Machinery;

Prior notices of import of 5052 toys;

Prior notices of import of 1574 personal protective
equipment;

Prior notices of import of 3055 appliances burning gaseous
fuel;

3.5.2. Implementation of
inspections and issuing relevant
recommendations by the LEPL
Market Surveillance Agency in
the recently approximated areas

Number of inspections
performed (documentary
and technical)

Annual report of
the agency

LEPL — Market
Surveillance

Agency

Recommendation was made for 72 types of construction
products.

Recommendation was made for 29 electric appliances placed
on the market.

4.1.1. Approximation of
Georgia’s legislation to the
relevant EU legal acts in
accordance with Annex XI-B of
the Association Agreement

Elaborated legal acts;
Number of Georgia’s
legislation approximated
to EU legal acts, as
referred to in Annex XI-B
of the Accosiation
Agreement

Annual report on
the
implementation
of the DCFTA
National Action
Plan dcfta.gov.ge

The Ministry of
Environmental
Protection and
Agriculture of
Georgia

LEPL National
Food Agency

Following Governmental Resolutions were adopted:
o Decree of the government of Georgia N°225 of 13th June 2023

on “on reference points for action for prohibited
pharmacologically active substances present in food of animal
origin”.

Decree of the government of Georgia Ne212 of 5th June 2023
on “on the performance of analytical methods for residues of
pharmacologically active substances used in food-producing
animals and on the interpretation of results as well as on the

methods to be used for sampling”.
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Output Indicator

Source of
Verification

Responsible
Institution

Partner
Institution

Implementation Report

Decree of the government of Georgia N446 of 14% of
November 2023 “technical regulation — on ceramic products
intended to come into contact with foodstuffs”

Decree of the government of Georgia N447 of 14% of
November 2023 “technical regulation — on foods intended for
use in energy-restricted diets for weight reduction”

Decree of the government of Georgia N306 of 15 of August
2023 on amending Decree of the Government of Georgia
N648 “On approval of the conditions for placing seed of oil
and fibre plants on the market”

Decree of the government of Georgia N305 of 15t of August
2023 on amending Decree N46 of Government of Georgia of
January 20, 2020 on Approval of Marketing Conditions for
Fodder Plant Seeds

Decree of the government of Georgia N304 of 15t of August
2023 on marketing of fodder plant seed mixtures intended for
use in the preservation of the natural environment for
preservation genetical resourses.

Decree of the government of Georgia N303 of 15t on August
2023 on amendments to the decree of the government of
Geogia N39 of 17t of January 2020 on amendments to the
decree of th Government of Georgia N336 of 13t of June 2018
on "On approval of the rules for labeling seeds and planting
material of wvarieties of agricultural crops subject to
mandatory certification"

Following draft Government Resolutions were elaborated:
Decree of the government of Georgia N545 of 29 December
2023 on “Minimum standards for the protection of laying
hens.”

“Decree of the government of Georgia N275 of 24 July 2023
On Approval of the Minimum Frequency of Certain State
Controls to verify Compliance with Animal Health
Requirements"

e  Decree N174 of the government of Georgia 8 th May
2023 regarding the use of lactic acid to reduce
microbiological surface contamination on bovine
carcases.
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Output Indicator

Source of
Verification

Responsible
Institution

Partner
Institution

Implementation Report

Decree N565 of Government of Georgia 12 December
of 2022"On approval of the technical regulation —
regarding the conditions for use of activated alumina
for the removal of fluoride from natural mineral
waters and spring waters"

Order of the Minister of Environmental protection and
Agriculture of Georgia N2-120 of 10th March 2023
"Guidelines - on the use of genetically modified
microorganisms in controlled conditions/closed
systems and on the implementation of risk assessment
while  working  with  genetically  modified
microorganisms in controlled conditions/closed
systems"

Decree of the Government of Georgia N304 of 8th June
“Technical regulation - on plastic materials and
products (objects) intended for contact with food”

Decree of the Government of Georgia No. 493 of
December 18, 2023 on amendments to Decree of the
Government of Georgia No. 40 of January 17, 2020
"Regarding the approval of conditions for placing on
the market of the fruit plant propagating material and
fruit plants intended for fruit production”

Decree of the Government of Georgia No. 472 of
December 4, 2023 on amendments to Decree of the
Government of Georgia No. 199 of April 22, 2019
"Regarding the approval of the conditions for placing
propagating material of decorative plants on the
market";

Decree of the Government of Georgia No 494 of 18®
December 2023 On Approval of the Rules for Conducting
Tests on the Difference, Uniformity, and Stability of New
Breeds of Animals and/or Plants" on Amendments to Decree
No. 587 of December 23, 2022 of the Government of Georgia,

Draft Decrees:
“on the manufacture, placing on the market
and use of medicated feed”
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Activity

Output Indicator

Source of
Verification

Responsible
Institution

Partner
Institution

Implementation Report

4.2.1. Raising stakeholders’
awareness on EU approximated
Georgian legislation and
facilitating adaptation to new
requirements

Annual report on
the
implementation
of the DCFTA
National Action
Plan dcfta.gov.ge

The Ministry of
Environme ntal
Protection and
Agriculture of
Georgia

Number of conducted
trainings and other events

LEPL National
Food Agency

. "Technical Regulation - on the approval of
the content of undesirable substances in animal feed”
. Technical regulation - on the approval of placing plant
protection products on the market

In January and February 2023, informational meetings were held
with business operators regarding the obligation to implement
the Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points (HACCP) system
by June 1, 2023, as determined by the Resolution N°173 of the
Government of Georgia of June 25, 2010, on the Technical
Regulations on Food/Feed Hygiene Rules and Simplified
Food/Feed Hygiene Rules. The meetings were held in Tbilisi (13
business operators attended), Imereti (100 business operators
attended), Telavi (19 business operators attended), Gori (14
business operators attended) and Akhaltsikhe (27 business
operators attended).

On February 2, an informational meeting with aquaculture
producers on the introduction of legislative acts in the field of
Food safety in Georgia was held in Akhaltsikhe. A total of 30
business operators attended the meeting.

Informational meetings were held with business operators, staff
of Division for Registration and Control of Plant Protection and
Agrochemical Means products and inspectors of regional
divisions regarding the entry into force of the Resolution N 117
of the Government of Georgia of March 19, 2021 "Technical
Regulation - "On Approval of the Rules for Labeling Pesticides
and Agrochemicals", which was developed according to
Commission Regulation (EU) No 547/2011 and GHS/CLP.
Consultations were provided for registrants/importers regarding
the labeling issues as well.

On the basis of Article 4 of Directive 2009/128/EC of the
European Parliament and of the Council and in accordance with
the Resolution N 215 of the Government of Georgia of May 13th,
2021, the development of a plan on how to implement measures
to achieve sustainable use of pesticides and agrochemicals has
started.
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Output Indicator

Source of
Verification

Responsible
Institution

Partner
Institution

Implementation Report

Awareness meetings for registrants on the new requirements
regarding the introduction of data for active substances,
according to the Resolution of the Government of Georgia #62
on the "Technical Regulation - "On Approval of Provision for
Registration Examinations, Expertise and Registration of
Pesticides and Agrochemicals in Georgia" (developed on the basis
of the Commission Regulation (EU) No 283/2013) is being carried
out.

Workshops were held with business operators in the regions of
Georgia in order to provide methodical guidelines for improving
the fulfillment of the requirements defined by the legislation on
the supervision of animal slaughtering processes, pre-slaughter
and post-slaughter control measures in slaughterhouses:

e On March 28-29 - Kakheti and Kvemo Kartli regions (63

business operators attended);

e On 3rd April - Shida Kartli region (30 business operators

attended);
Trainings were held with the owners of animal slaughterhouses
and the staff (butcher, veterinarian) in the regions of Georgia on
the following topic: "Exemplary practice of removing special risk
material - spinal cord from the spinal column of a bovine":

e March 29, 31 - Kvemo Kartli and Mtskheta-Mtianeti
regions (45 participants attended, including 18 business
operators);

e  April 3rd - Shida Kartli region (31 participants attended,
including 9 business operators);

e  April 11th - Imereti, Samgrelo-Zemo Svaneti, Guria, Racha
and Adjara regions (67 participants attended, including 30
business operators);

Working meeting was held in the regions of Georgia with
business operators in Mtskheta-Mtianeti region on official
control, labeling of meat and meat products, and requirements
for import into the European Union:

e On April 4th - Mtskheta-Mtianeti region (40 business
operators attended);

e  On April 27th - Samtskhe-Javakheti region (50 business
operators attended);

e On June 13-14 - Guria region (39 business operators
attended);
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Verification

Responsible
Institution

Partner
Institution

Implementation Report

e On June 14-15 - Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti region (44
business operators attended);
Information meeting was held with business operators regarding
the obligation to implement the Hazard Analysis and Critical
Control Points (HACCP) system by June 1st, 2023, as determined
by Resolution Ne173 of the Government of Georgia of June 25th,
2010, on the Technical Regulations on Food/Feed Hygiene
Rulesand Simplified Food/Feed Hygiene Rules.
e On April 24th - Zugdidi (25 business operators attended);
e  On April 25-26 - Adjara and Guria regions, (50 business
operators attended);
On May 19, 2023, an informational meeting was held at the office
of the National Food Agency with business operators producing
and importing animal feed, on the following topic: “Resolution
N549 of the Government of Georgia, of November 16th, 2018, on
Requirements for Genetically Modified Food and Feed” (12
business operators attended in total).

On 11, 18 and 23 July, 2023, three informational meetings were
held with business operators, in particular with representatives
of trade networks and cold storage farms, in order to get
acquainted with the following technical regulation - "On
Approval of Uniform Sampling and Analysis Methods for Quick-
Frozen Food Intended for Human Consumption, Temperature
Monitoring and Performance of Official Controls. 41 business
operators attended in total.

On July 18-20, informational meetings were held in Batumi
Public Service Hall with business operators involved in meat
value chain, in order to raise awareness about new regulations in
the field of food safety, in particular:
e Law of Georgia - Food/Feed Safety, Veterinary and Plant
Protection Code;

Resolution N173 of the Government of Georgia, of June 25th,
2010, on the Technical Regulation on Food/Feed Hygiene Rules;

24



Activity

DCFTA Implementation Action Plan for 2023 Implementation Report

Output Indicator

Source of
Verification

Responsible
Institution

Partner
Institution

Implementation Report

Resolution N90 of the Government of Georgia, of March 7th,
2012 on Approval of Specific Hygiene Rules for Food of
Animal Origin;

Resolution N118 of the Government of Georgia, of March
9th, 2016, on Approval of Technical Regulation on Beef and
Beef Product Labelling Rules;

Resolution N600 of the Government of Georgia, of December
28th, 2016, on Approval of Technical Regulation on the
Prevention, Control and Elimination of Certain
Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies.

44 business operators attended in total.

On July 31st, 2023, an informational meeting was held with
business operators at the office of the National Food Agency
in Thilisi, in order to raise awareness about new regulations
in the field of food safety, in particular:

Resolution N259 of June 2, 2021, amending Resolution N510
of the Government of Georgia, of November 17th, 2016, on
Approval of Rules on Placing Nutritional Value and Health-
Related Statements on Food;

Resolution N178 of June 12, 2022, amending Resolution N508
of the Government of Georgia, of November 17th, 2016, on
Approval of Technical Regulation on the Addition of
Vitamins, Minerals and Certain Other Substances in Food.

41 business operators attended in total.

On August 18, 2023, in Stepantsminda municipality, an
informational meeting was held with business operators
involved in meat value chain, in order to raise awareness about
the new regulation in the field of food safety, in particular:

Resolution N90 of the Government of Georgia, of March 7th,
2012 on Approval of Specific Hygiene Rules for Food of
Animal Origin;
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e Resolution N55 of the Government of Georgia, of February
12th, 2015, on Approval of Specific Official Control Rules on
Food of Animal Origin;

e Resolution N118 of the Government of Georgia, of March
9th, 2016, on Approval of Technical Regulation on Beef and
Beef Product Labelling Rules;

e Resolution N301 of the Government of Georgia, of July 1st,
2016, on Approval of Technical Regulation on the Provision
of Food Information to Consumers;

e Resolution N325 of the Government of Georgia, of July 7th,
2015, on Approval of Rules on Veterinary Certificate Forms
for Transportation of Animals and Animal Products on
Territory of Georgia and on Issuance Thereof;

e 16 business operators attended in total.

On September 18, 2023, an informational meeting was held with
business operators at the office of the National Food Agency, in
order to get acquainted with the following projects of technical
regulations: “ceramic products intended for contact with food"
and “foods intended for use in energy-restricted diets for weight
reduction®. 16 business operators attended in total.

On September 21, 26, 27 and 29, 2023, informational meetings
were held for business operators in Adjara, Guria and Shida
Kartli regions in order to get acquainted with the Resolution
Ne594 of the Government of Georgia, of December 28th, 2017,
on Approval of Requirements Related to Health of Aquaculture
Animals and Aquaculture Products and of Rules on Prevention
and Control of Certain Aquaculture Animal Diseases. 70 business
operators attended in total.

On November 1st, 2023, an informational meeting was held in
the office of the National Food Agency on the following topic:
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Implementation Report

Introduction of "minimum requirements for the protection of
egglaying chickens". 4 business operators attended in total.

On November 3rd, 2023, an informational meeting was held in
the office of the National Food Agency for the producers and
distributors of animal feed on the following topic: “Technical
Regulation - content of undesirable substances in animal feed”.
15 business operators attended in total.

In order to increase the awareness of the owners of ornamental
and fruit tree nurseries, informative meetings were held.

On May 23, St. An information meeting with business operators
was held in Tbilisi, regarding the Decree of the Government of
Georgia of N146 ofApril 2, 2021 - "On cocoa and chocolate
products intended for human consumption" (14 business
operators attended).

On June 13-14, in the Guria region (Ureki), a working meeting
was held with business operators on state control, labeling of
meat and meat products, and requirements for import into the
European Union (39 business operators attended).

On June 14-15, in the Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti region
(Ganmukhuri), a working meeting was held with business
operators on state control, labeling of meat and meat products,
and requirements for import into the European Union (44
business operators attended).

On November 3rd, an informational meeting was held with
veterinary drug wholesale business operators and animal feed
importer and wholesale business operators. The initiator of the
meeting was the National Food Agency and Veterinarians'
Association. Topics: changes in the rules of registration of
veterinary drugs; Draft resolution of the Government of
Georgia on the content of unwanted substances in animal feed
(24 business operators attended).

On November 16, an informational and working meeting was
held with business operators of the poultry sector. The initiator
of the meeting was the National Food Agency and Poultry
Breeding Association. Topics: Rules for the protection of
animals kept for farming purposes (Decree of the Government
of Georgia N6, January 16, 2023); Minimum protection rule for
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4.3.1. Training of employees of
the relevant competent
authority in legal drafting and
implementation; Capacity
development of the competent
authority, in terms of program
development and strengthening
laboratory skills

Annual report on
the
implementation
of the DCFTA
National Action
Plan dcfta.gov.ge

The Ministry of
Environmental
Protection and
Agriculture of
Georgia

Number of conducted
trainings and other events

LEPL National
Food Agency;
LEPL — State
Laboratory of
Agriculture

broiler chicken (Decree of the Government of Georgia N75,
February 21, 2023); The rule of authorization of the enterprise
of the laying hens sector (Decree of the Government of Georgia
N7, January 16, 2023); Minimum requirements for the
protection of laying hens (draft Decree) - (11 business operators
attended).

On December 18-19-20-21-22, information meetings were held
with primary aquaculture business operators in Kutaisi, Abasha,
Gurjaani, Telavi and Marneuli. Topic: requirements related to
the health of aquaculture animals and their products, and the
rules for the prevention and control of some aquatic animal
diseases (Decree of the Government of Georgia N594,
December 28, 2017) (69 business operators attended).

e  On February 7-10, 2023, a training organized by BTSF
was held in Sofia, the republic of Bulgaria on the
following topic: “Risk assessment of microorganisms
used as pesticides or biocides” which was attended by 2
employees of the National Food Agency.

e On January 17-21, one employee of Food Safety
Department of the National Food Agency attended a
practical training course organized by BTSF, on the
following topic: "Cross-sectoral training on market
controls in agrifood, wine and spirit drinks" in Athens,
Greece.

e  From February 20 to March 3, one employee of Food
Safety Department of the National Food Agency
attended a practical training course organized by BTSF
on the following topic: "Sampling & Analysis methods
- Mycotoxins" in Rome, Italy.

e On March 6 and 13, 30 employees of the National Food
Agency attended a training organized by Bureau
Veritas experts on "Quality Management System - ISO
9001:2015" in Thilisi. Georgia.

e On March 21-24, 2 authorized persons of Food Safety
Department of the National Food Agency attended a
practical training course organized by BTSF on

“Prevention, Control and Eradication of Transmissible
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Implementation Report

Spongiform Encephalopathies and Animal ByProducts"
in the Republic of Croatia.

On March 27-31, 12 authorized persons of the National
Food Agency attended a training course organized by
FAO on "Assessment and analysis of chemical hazards
in the food chain of Georgia" in Thbilisi, Georgia.

On March 20-24 and 27-30, internal training course
was held for the employees of Tbilisi City Service and
regional divisions of the National Food Agency on the
following topic: "standard operating procedure for the
management of notifiable diseases caused by food,
including drinking water". A total of 107 employees
participated in the course.

On March 27-31, a working meeting organized by
representatives of the Czech company Watrad was held
on the following topic: "Ground Water Resources
Assessment of Georgia", which was attended by one
employee of the Food Safety Department.

Business operators, employees of the Division for
Registration and Control of Plant Protection and
Agrochemical Products of the Plant Protection
Department and regional inspectors were given
information and registrants/importers were consulted
regarding the development of label for pesticides and
agrochemicals in connection with the entry into force
of the Resolution N°117 of the Government of Georgia,
of March 19st, 2021, on Approval of Technical
Regulation on Marking (Labelling) Rules for Pesticides
and Agrochemicals, which was elaborated on the basis
of Commission Regulation (EU) No 547/2011 of 8 June
2011 and GHS/CLP;

Within the framework of the EU-funded Twinning
project - "Ensuring further progress of SPS and food
safety system in Georgia"", the following trainings were
carried out in the period of January - March 2023:
Swedish experts carried out training for the employees
of the Plant Protection Department on the quality
requirements of fruits and vegetables, which included
familiarization with the marketing standards of quality
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of fruits and vegetables, the use of above-mentioned
standards in EU countries and international practices.
Latvian experts carried out a training for the employees
of the Food Safety, Internal Audit, Human Resources
and International Relations Departments on the
development of the internal audit and control system,
the purpose of this training was to work on procedures
and documents aiming the development of the internal
control and quality management system.

Latvian and Estonian experts carried out training for
Veterinary Department employees on Cost-effective
control strategies for animal diseases, training also
covered preparation of a national control plan of
animal diseases together with the National Food
Agency. Work is ongoing and will be completed in
April 2023.

Latvian and Estonian experts carried out training for
employees of the Veterinary Department, regional
employees of National Food Agency and employees of
State Agricultural Laboratory on the elaboration of
epidemiological surveillance program. During training
was prepared: 1. Project for Avian influenza
surveillance program. 2. Indoor training on Avian
influenza response plan. National Food Agency and
State Agricultural Laboratory participated in above
mentioned activities.

Latvian and Swedish experts carried out training for
the employees of the Veterinary and Food Safety
Departments on the development of Zoonotic disease
monitoring programs. In the frame of training
following were prepared and conducted:

Presentation on sharing Latvia's experience;

Sampling procedure in poultry farms within the
framework of the state control program of zoonotic
salmonella;

Zoonotic Salmonella selection scheme for certain
poultry populations;
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Poultry farming: National Salmonella Control Program
(Project), Salmonella Sample/test - National Plan
(Proposal);

Recommendations and Draft Annexes of the Standard
Operating Procedures for the Management of
Foodborne Diseases: A. Notification form; B. Scheme of
action of authorized personnel; C. List of infectious
diseases and agents.

Estonian experts carried out training for employees of
Plant  Protection Department about plant
pasportization system in European Union.

Latvian and Estonian experts carried out simulation
exercise of Avian Influenza outbreak for employees of
the Veterinary Department, the aim of these
simulation exercise was to be fully prepared for disease
management and communication in case of Avian
Influenza outbreak.

On March 6-8, the experts of Central Institute for
Supervising

and Testing in Agriculture (UKZUZ) of the Czech
Republic carried out training course for the Agency's
employees in Kakheti region. The topic of the training
was tomato diseases, in particular: Tomato brown
rugose fruit virus and the experience of the Czech
Republic and EU countries. 15 employees of the
Agency attended the training course.

On April 6-7, a seminar on certification of nurseries
and CAC issues was held, which was organized by
FAOQ;

On June 20-23, a food control system assessment
training was held in National Food Agency, which was
organized by FAO;

On March 28-30 a WOAH Regional Awareness Raising
Workshop was on Veterinary Workforce Development
for Central Asia and Caucasus countries was held in
Almaty, Kazakhstan;

On March 20-22, Land o lakes Venture 37 — Codex
Alimentarius sectoral standards validation workshop
was held in Tbilisi;
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On March 20-22, ENPARD IV - Official Control of
Food Export and Import Training was held in Tbilisi;
On March 27 - 31, ENPARD IV - Assessment and
Analysis of Chemical Hazards in the Food Chain of
Georgia training was held in Tbilisi;

On June 20-23, FAO-food control system assessment
training was held in Thbilisi;

On June 1-3, the international organization of
migration IOM - "Strategy of Integrated Management
of the State Border of Georgia for 2023-2027" working
meeting was held in Borjomi;

On June 15-16, a working meeting was held regarding
the FAO - "live animal transportation" rule;

On June 19-23, a training course organized by
ENPARD and FAO on "Evaluation of Food Control
System" was held in Tbilisi.

Within the framework of the EU-funded Twinning
project - "Ensuring further progress of SPS and food
safety system in Georgia"", the following trainings were
carried out in the period

of April - June 2023:

On April 3-7, a working meeting was held on the
following topic: Initiating the development of an
effective national strategy for the control of animal
diseases;

On April 23-27, a working meeting was held on the
following topic: Discussion of the progress of the
development of an effective national strategy for the
control of animal diseases and working on the strategy
project.

On June 15-16 in Brussels, the Kingdom of Belgium,
employees of the Veterinary Department of the
National Food Agency attended the seminar within the
framework of the Directorate- General for Maritime
Affairs and Fisheries (DG MARE) and the technical
Assistance and Information Exchange instrument of
the European Commission “TAIEX” on the following
topic - "Aquaculture - Sustainable Development - Key
Factor for Food".
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Trainings for Animal Disease Diagnostics Department:
Securing Laboratory Infrastructure in a Post-pandemic
Age January 25-27, 2023; EIDSS-ver seventh test
version- 9-10, 20-22 March, 2023;

Epidemiology and diagnostic testing for Leptospirosis
(Online webinar was organized by WHO 22.03.2023);
Impact of the Nagoya Protocol on vaccine security
(online webinar organized by FAO; EUFMD
29.03.2023).

African Swine Fever Training, Sarajevo University,
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Trainings in Food safety Department:

Analysis of pesticide residues in food products;
Training for the analysis of mycotoxins using the
HPLC-MS/MS methodology. Sample preparation
procedures (immunoaffinity columns and modified
QuEChERS procedures).

Training for the analysis of aflatoxins B&G using
HPLC-FLD  with  post-column  Cobra  cell
derivatisation. Sample preparation using
immunoaffinity columns. Quality control procedures;
Training for the analysis of malachite green in fish;
Training for analysis of mycotoxins in food;
SECURING LABORATORY INFRASTRCUTURE IN A
POST PANDEMIC AGE 25-27 January 2023 Richard
Lugar Public Health Research Center;

Protection of laboratory infrastructure in the post-
pandemic era, focusing on cyber hygiene and cyber
biosecurity February 14-15, 2023;

Determination of antimicrobial resistance by disk
diffusion method (2023 Richard Lugar Public Health
Research Center)

Training-working meeting “Imported and exported
food inspection and safety for representatives of
developing countries” Trainings in Plant Disease
Diagnostic Department:

Within the framework of the project "Establishment of
the National System of Phytosanitary Control in
Georgia" financed by the Central Institute of
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Agricultural Supervision and Testing of the Czech
Republic (UKZUZ), trainings were held regarding
various diseases.

Training organized by USAID within the framework of
the G2G project - Integrated Plant Protection (IPM)
March 27-30, 2023; Batumi;

Laboratory employee participated in the training
dedicated to ISO-13528-2022; ISO-/IEC 17043-2022
On June 20-23, 2023, the Food Control System
Assessment training through the FAO/WHO
Assessment Tool was held. 2 employess of the Revenue
Service of the Ministry of Finance of Georgia attended
in total.

On July 19, August 1 and November 9, 2023, working
meetings on the development of the 2023-2030
national strategy against antimicrobial resistance have
been going. 4 employees of the National Food Agency
attended in total.

On July 24-28, 2023, a training on veterinary medicinal
products (VMPs) was held; Training topics: monitoring
control plan of residues of veterinary medicinal
products (VMPs) in food; Control of medicated feed;
Evaluation, conditions of use, including withdrawal
conditions, registration and sale conditions of
veterinary medicinal products (VMPs); How to reduce
the use of veterinary medicinal products (VMPs) in
strategic sectors such as aquaculture, bee products and
milk; Reasonable use of veterinary medicinal products
(VMPs) and how to prevent antimicrobial resistance;
VMP - Legislation; a) Regulation no. 2001/82, b)
Regulation (EU) 2019/6, c) Chapter 6 of the Regulation
no. 2001/82 — Reporting to applicants and Regulatory
Guidance on medicinal products for veterinary use. 20
employees of the National Food Agency attended in
total.

On July 30 and August 14, within the framework of
ENPARD, workshops were held between the
employees of the Plant Protection Department of the
National Food Agency and Czech experts on the
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legislative regulation related to the control of pesticides
and agrochemicals.

On July 31 - August 4, 2023, workshops/training were
held on animal health in aquaculture with a food safety
approach. 10 employees of the National Food Agency
attended in total.

On August 07-08, 2023, workshops/training were held
on the topic - "Major diseases in aquaculture that affect
food safety". 10 employees of the National Food
Agency attended in total.

On September 03-06, 2023, a study visit was held in the
Republic of Tiirkiye on the topic: “Management of food
products of animal origin not intended for human
consumption (residues of animal origin) according to
international standards'. Three employees of the
National Food Agency attended in total.

On September 23 — October 5, a study visit was held in
the republic of Lithuania, the republic of Latvia and the
republic of Estonia on the topic: “Management of food
products of animal origin not intended for human
consumption (residues of animal origin) according to
international standards". 3 employees of the National
Food Agency attended in total

On July 19, August 1 and November 9, workshops were
held on the development of the "2023-2030 National
Strategy against Antimicrobial Resistance". 4
employees of the National Food Agency were present.
In November, workshops/trainings were held to
discuss legislative changes related to the Decree of the
Government of Georgia N301 of July 1, 2016
"Technical regulation - on providing information about
food to consumers". 83 employees of the National Food
Agency were present.

In December, workshops/trainings were held on the
topic State Control Mechanism: Hazard Analysis and
Critical Control Points (HACCP) System Audit. 66
employees of the National food Agency were present.
In December, workshops/trainings were held to discuss
legislative changes related to the Decree of the
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4.3.2 Introduction of new
laboratory diagnostics methods
in sanitary and phytosanitary
direction and/or expansion of
the scope of accreditation

Relevant studies added to
the list (statement of
prices) of laboratory
services (studies)

Annual report on
the
implementation
of the DCFTA
National Action
Plan dcfta.gov.ge

The Ministry of | LEPL — State
Environmental | Laboratory of
Protection and | Agriculture
Agriculture of

Georgia

Government of Georgia N510 of November 17, 2016
"Rules for placing an application related to nutritional
value and health of food" and Decree of the
Government of Georgia N360 of July 12, 2022 "On food
(food) additives". 103 employees of the National Food
Agency were present.

In December, workshops/trainings were held to discuss
legislative changes related to the Decree of the
Government of Georgia N606 of October 1, 2020
"Technical Regulation - on approval of the uniform
method of monitoring, sampling and analysis of quick-
frozen food intended for human consumption" and
Decree of the Government of Georgia N152 of October
3, 2015, on “milk and milk products". 78 employees of
the National Food Agency were present.

In December, workshops/trainings were held to discuss
legislative changes on the following topics:

1. "Technical regulation — “on flavorings to be used
in/on food and food ingredients with flavoring
properties" Decree of the Government of Georgia N497
of August 13, 2020;

2. Decree of the Government of Georgia N479 the
"Technical Regulation - on primary products of
smoking flavorings allowed to be used in food/food
and/or for the production of smoking flavorings
(authorized)";

3. Decree of the Government of Georgia N480 of
September 28, 2021 "Technical Regulation - on food or
smokable flavorings used or intended for use on food".
55 employees of the National Food Agency of the State
Food Agency attended.

Methods established at Plant Disease Diagnostics Department:

Identification of Dickeya sp. by PCR method;
Identification of Pseudomonas savastanoi pv.
savastanoi by classical bacteriological and PCR method;
Morphological identification of Spotted Wing
Drosophila (SWD) (Drosophila suzukii);

Identification of insect pests of forest trees and timber
by type of damage;
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Morphological identification of Coleoptera in stored
products;

Morphological/morphometric characterization and
identification of Pratylenchus vulnus and P. penetrans.
Morphological identification of Pueraria lobata Willd.
Morphological-morphometric ~characterization and
identification of Pratylenchus vulnus;
Morphological-morphometric ~characterization and
identification of Tylenchulus semipenetrans.
Identification of wet rot bacteria: Dickeya sp. And
Pectobacterium carotovorum by PCR method;
Identification of oleander knot disease causing
bacterium Pseudomonas savastanoi pv. savastanoi by
PCR method;

Identification of sugarcane eelworm -Meloidogyne
javanica, Southern root-nematode -Meloidogyne
incognita and peanut root-knot nematode -
Meloidogyne arenaria by PCR method;

Identification of fruit fly Drozophila Suzuki by PCR
method;

Morphological analysis of Couch grass (Elymus repens
(L.) Gould);

Morphological identification of Spotted wing
drosophila (Drosophila suzukii);

Identification of fruit fly Drozophila Suzuki
by PCR method;

Identification of pests of forest trees based on
the form of damage;

Morphological identification of arthropods in
stored products;

Morphological-morphometric
characterization and identification of Pratylenchus
vulnus;

Morphological-morphometric
characterization and identification of Pratylenchus
penetrans;

Morphological-morphometric
characterization and identification of Tylenchulus
semipenetrans;
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Identification of wet rot bacteria: Dickeya sp.
and Pectobacterium carotovorum by PCR method;

Identification of sugarcane eelworm -
Meloidogyne javanica, Southern root-nematode -
Meloidogyne incognita and  peanut root-knot
nematode -Meloidogyne arenaria by PCR method;

Identification of Pseudomonas savastanoi pv.
savastanoi by classical bacteriological and PCR
methods;

Identification of insect pests of forest trees
and timber by type of damage;

Morphological identification of Pueraria
lobata Willd,;

Morphological analysis of Elymus repens (L.)
Gould couch grass Couch grass;

Morphological identification of Ludwigia
peploides (Kunth P.H. Raven & Ludwigia grandiflora
(Michx.) Greuter & Burdet);

Detection and identification of the bacterium
Rhodococcus fascians by classical bacteriological and
polymerase chain reaction methods;

Detection and identification of Petri's disease
and esca-causing fungi on grapevine by biological
method.

Methods established at Animal Disease Diagnostics
Department:

Rabies diagnostics with PCR method

Enzime immunoassay for determination of antibodies
against Food and Mouth diseases viruses SAT 1 Strain;
Enzime immunoassay for determination of antibodies
against Food and Mouth diseases viruses SAT 2 Strain;
Enzime immunoassay for determination of antibodies
against Leptospira in veterinary serum;

Enzime immunoassay for determination of antibodies
against Mycoplasma Gallisepticum;

Enzime immunoassay for determination of antibodies
against Mycoplasma Sinoviae;
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e Enzime immunoassay for determination of antibodies
against Mycoplasma agalactiae;

e Enzime immunoassay for determination of antibodies
against Mycoplasma Capricolum.

e  Rabies Diagnostic by PCR

°« Enzime immunoassay for determination of
antibodies against Leptospira in veterinary serum.
°« Enzime immunoassay for determination of

antibodies against Mycoplasma Gallisepticum

°« Enzime immunoassay for determination of
antibodies against Mycoplasma Sinoviae

o - Enzime immunoassay for determination of
antibodies against Mycoplasma agalactiae

o - Enzime immunoassay for determination of
antibodies against Mycoplasma Capricolum
°« Enzime immunoassay for determination of A;

O; Asial; G; SAT1; SAT2 antibodies against Food and
Mouth diseases viruses ~ SAT 1 Strain;

°« Enzime immunoassay for determination of
SP A; O; Asia 1; SAT 2 antibodies against Food and
Mouth diseases viruses ~ SAT 2 Strain;

°« Detection of Koi-Herpes viral infection
agent;

o Detection of salmon anemia infection (ISA)
agent;

° - Detection of Bonamia exitiosa

°« Detection of Perkinsus marinus

°« Detection of Microcytos mackini

o - Detection of Bonamia ostrea

°« - Detection of Taura Syndrome agent

°« - Detection of yellow head virus agent

°« Detection of white spot disease

Methods established at food safety department:
e  Microbiology of the food chain — Horizontal method
for detection and enumeration of Campylobacter spp.
— Part 2: Colony-count technique 10272-1:2017/2018
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Microbiology of the food chain — Horizontal method
for detection and enumeration of Campylobacter spp.
— Part 2: Colony-count technique 10272-1:2017/2018
Determination of foodborne antimicrobial resistance
by disk diffusion method 2010 GENLA002
Determination of chloramphenicol by liquid
chromatography in meat ,fish ,milk

Determination of  cephalosporins by liquid
chromatography in milk and honey Determination of
fallen honey

The method for the determination of pesticides in
water by gaz- chromatography.

Malachite green, leucomalachite green,crystal
violet,leuco crystal violet method in fish and fish
products.

Counting method for detection and enumeration of
Campylobacter spp. - Colony-count technique

Detection and enumeration of
Campylobacter spp.
. Determination of foodborne antimicrobial

resistance by disk diffusion method

Determination of chloramphenicol by liquid
chromatography in meat,fish ,milk

Determination of cephalosporins by liquid
chromatography in milk and honey

The method for the determination of
pesticides in water by gaz- chromatography.

Determination of fallen honey

Determination of hydroxyproline in meat
products

Determination of calcium in animal feed

Determination of phosphorus in animal feed

Determination of proline in honey

Malachite green,leucomalachite
green,crystal violet,leuco crystal violet method in fish
and fish  products.

Determination of pesticides in meat

Determination of pesticides in milk — liquid
chromatoghraphy
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o - Validation of identification sudan dyes by
HPLC (PDA-detector)
4.3.3. Training of sanitary, Number of conducted Annual Report of | Revenue Ministry of In frame of the TWINING project - Ensuring further progress of
phytosanitary and veterinary trainings and the Revenue Service (Border | Environmental | SPS and food safety system in Georgia:

border control specialists,
updating the manual on a
specific procedural issue

Participating specialists;

Adopted procedural
manual

Service

rs.ge

contro
directionl)

Protection and
Agriculture of
Georgia.

On 13-17 February and 3-7 April workshop on veterinary border
control procedures — 5 participants from RS.

On 16-17 March workshop on border control procedures for
food/feed of non-animal origin - 5 participants from RS.

Based on expert recommendations Governmental Regulation N
153 on border control of food/feed of non-animal origin was
approved on 13th April. Above-mentioned Regulation is in the
list of annex XI-B of Association Agreement and is in line with
EU Regulation (EU) 2019/1793

In frame of Support to the Food Safety and SPS Sector in Georgia
under ENPARD IV

1. Training on “Food import and export official control” was
helnd on 20-22 March - 21 participants were attending from
Revenue Service, 6- participants were attending online from RS.
2. Training on “Assessment and analysis of chemical hazards in
food chains in Georgia” was held on 27-31 March, 15
participants were attendind from Revenue Service, 15 -
participants were attending online from RS.

3. Training “Assessment and analysis of chemical hazards in food
chains in Georgia” (second part) 29 May-1 June. 15 participants
from Revenue Service in person, 13 — participants online from
RS.

4. 20-23 June — “Assessment of the food control system in
Georgia” with the FAO/WHO assessment tool. 2 participants
from Revenue Service.

5. 25-28 July — training on Veterinary Medicinal Products, 8
participants from Revenue Service — in person, 15 participants
from RS online.

6. 7-8 August — training aquaculture - animal health in fishery.
10 participants from Revenue Service

On 11-13 of October with the support of DG SANTE and the
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)

41



DCFTA Implementation Action Plan for 2023 Implementation Report

Activity

Output Indicator

Source of
Verification

Responsible
Institution

Partner
Institution

Implementation Report

training on “TRACES” system EU - online system for
veterinary, phytosanitary and food safety control, was
conducted in the academy of ministry of finance of Georgia. 20
participants from RS.

Reconstruction and equipping
of border inspection posts for
implementation of
approximated sanitary and
phytosanitary legislation.

n of the border inspection
post have been identified
and a request for funding
has been sent.

Service

rs.ge

4.4.1 Implementation of Number of implemented The results of the | Revenue Ministry of e  Phytosanitary border control - 28 399 consignment;
sanitary, phytosanitary and sanitary, phytosanitary implemented Service Environmental e  Veterinary border control - 17 732 consignment;
veterinary border control and veterinary border procedures are Protection and e Border control of food/feed of non-animal origin
procedures procedures reflected in the Agriculture of 2933 consignment.

control acts - in Georgia

the

corresponding

software module
4.4.2 Identifying sources for Potential donors for the Annual Report of | Revenue Ministry of On 13-15 march experts evaluated Border Inspection Posts at
financing for the construction/ | construction/reconstructio | the Revenue Service Environmental | Tbilisi Airport, Kartsakhi and Ninotsminda. Experts issued

Protection and
Agriculture of
Georgia

Recommendations regarding development of SPS and Food
safety infrastructure. Which will support us to find financing.

5.1.1. Starting negotiations on
an agreement on the mutual
recognition of AEO programs

Consultations on the
signing of the AEO Mutual
Recognition
Memorandum

between Georgia and the
European Union have
started

Minutes of the
meeting of the
Customs

Subcommittee

https://trade.ec.e
uropa.eu/

Ministry of
finance of
Georgia;

LEPL -
Revenue
Service.

Minister of
Foreign Affairs
of Georgia

On 26 January representatives from Georgian Mission to the EU

held a meeting with DG TRADE to discuss matters related to
DCFTA implementation including the AEO MRA between
Georgia and the EU.

On 23 February representatives from Georgian Mission to the EU
held a meeting with DG TRADE to discuss various topics
including matters of the AEO MRA between Georgia and the EU.
On 6 June during the EU-Georgia Customs Sub-Committee
discussed the future cooperation on AEO related matters,
including issue of MRA and of technical cooperation.

With assistance from the Commercial Law Development
Program of the United States Departmetn of Commerce a
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workshop was held in Chisinau, Republic of Moldova (13-14
September) on the matters of AEO Program implementation in
the Republic of Moldova. Workshop was attended by
representatives of the Customs Department of the GRS as well as
from other relevant units of the Service.

During the 10* Meeting of the EU-Georgia Association
Committee in Trade Configuration (13-14 Devember)
discussions were held concering the future possibility of MRA
negotioations as well as possible avenues of technical assistance
to the Georgia Revenue service, facilitating the mutual
recognition process.

5.2.1. Testing of the NCTS Testing of the program ASYCUD (The Ministry of The creation of the transit application is complete.The
Computer Software implemented in the Automated finance of application has been functioning (tested) at the national level
Revenue Service has been | System for Georgia; since April 3 of this year.
completed Customs Data) LEPL -
Revenue
Service.
5.2.2. Training of employees of | Number of participants in | Annual report / Ministry of e On May 31, training was held for the employees of the Tbilisi,
the Customs Department and trainings. press release; finance of Poti, Batumi and Tbilisi airport Customs Clearance Zones, as
private sector representatives to Rs.ge Georgia; LEPL - well as for Akhaltsikhe and Kutaisi clearance units and service
use NCTS software Revenue department of GRS on testing and use of NCTS application.
Service.

e On June 14, training was held for employees of Batumi Sea
Port; For Vale and Kartsakhi BCP and for “Poti and Kulevi
Sea Ports and Poti Free Industrial Zone” employees.

e On April 13, another working meeting was held with
representatives of the business sector in order to present the
"New Computerized Transit System" (NCTS). During the
information meeting, the employees of the Revenue Service
provided the company representatives with information about
the progress, content and challenges of the project and
answered the questions.

e On June 26 of this year, a meeting was held between the

representatives of the Revenue Service and the Swiss company
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"SGS", where the possible cooperation in the NCTS
deployment process was discussed.
e On September 6 and 7, training was held for representatives of
the private sector on the use of the NCTS application.
5.2.3 Accession to Common The procedure for joining | annual Ministry of Translation of texts of the Common Transit Convention (CTC)
Transit Procedures (CTC) and the Convention has been report/press finance of and the Single Administrative Document (SAD) conventions
Single Administrative started and the invitation | release; Georgia; LEPL - into Georgian language completed.
Document (SAD) Conventions to join the Convention has | Rs.ge Revenue
been received. Service. Internal procedures for joining the Conventions have been
launched.
5.2. Development of Adopted legislation/ annual Ministry of Legislative amendments necessary for the operation of the transit
legislative/by-laws relevant to by-laws report/press finance of application at the national level were developed and entered into
the Conventions on Common release; Georgia; LEPL - force on April 3 of this year, in particular, an amendment was
Transit Procedures (CTC) and Rs.ge Revenue made to the text of the Order No. 257 of the Minister of Finance
Single Administrative Service. of Georgia, " Regarding the approval of the instructions on the
Document (SAD) movement and clearance of goods in the customs territory of

Georgia" and Appendix No. 20 - "Instruction on the possibility of
using the "New Computerized Transit System (NCTS)" during
customs formalities" was added to the above mentioned order.

5.3.1. Organize meetings/ Number of meetings WWW.IS.ge Ministry of A consultation meeting was held with economic operators.
seminars for the purposes of finance of Information on current and planned measures for the
elaboration of implementing Georgia; LEPL - implementation of the simplified customs declaration was
provisions for certain articles of Revenue provided to participants.
the new Customs Code Service.
5.3.2. Drafting of implementing | Draft implementing www.matse.gov. | Ministry of The initial revision of the draft of implementing provisions on
provisions for certain articles of | provisions of certain ge finance of certain articles of the Customs Code are elaborated (Including
the new Customs Code articles of the Customs Georgia; LEPL - entry of data in declarant records, simplified declaration)

Code are elaborated WWW.TS.ge Revenue

(Including of data in Service.

declarant records,

simplified declaration)
5.3.3 Development of Adopted implementation matsne.gov.ge Ministry of Revenue The draft by-laws are being reviewed in order to identify the
implementation norms of Book | norm finance of Service need for further refinement.
X of the Customs Code of Georgia;
Georgia
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6.1.1. Adoption of the Law of
Georgia "On Electronic
Commerce".

adopted Law of Georgia

"On Electronic
Commerce".

matsne.gov.ge
dcfta.gov.ge

Ministry of
Economy and
Sustainable
Development of
Georgia

The Law of Georgia "On Electronic Commerce" along with

subsequent amendments to the "Administrative Procedure Code
of Georgia" and the Law of Georgia "On Competition" were
adopted on 13/06/2023 by the Parliament of Georgia.

6.1.2. Approximation of
Georgian legislation with the
relevant EU legislation as
foreseen in the Annex XV-B of
the Association Agreement

Legislative amendments
adopted in order to
approximate the legal acts
of the European Union
provided for in Annex
XV-B

matsne.gov.ge
dcfta.gov.ge

Ministry of
Economy and
Sustainable
Development of
Georgia

National
Communication
s Commission
of Georgia

A draft of amendments to the Law of Georgia "On Electronic
Communications" has been prepared in order to bring it closer to
the following directives of the European Parliament:

e In order to approximate the legislation of Georgia to the
Directives on privacy and electronic communications
(2002/58/EC);

e on Authorization (2002/20/EC);

e on access and interconnection with electronic
communication networks and related facilities
(2002/19/EC);

e On the Common Regulatory Framework for Electronic
Communications Networks and Services

(2002/21/EC).Communications have been prepared.
Following to the negotiations with the European Union, it is
planned to update Annex XV-B, under which the issues defined
by the above Directives will be implemented in accordance with
the European Electronic Communications Code (EECC).At the
same time, within the framework of the "Log-in Georgia" project
launched by the World Bank, MOESD together with the
ComCom, with the involvement of EY, the work on the
preparation of legislative changes related to universal services
was completed. A draft of amendments to the Law of Georgia
"On Electronic Communications" was prepared.

In order to approve the drafts of the mentioned changes, it is
planned to carry out further procedures.

6.1.3. Development of an
updated version of the Postal
Law

Adopted law on postal

services

matsne.gov.ge
dcfta.gov.ge

Ministry of
Economy and
Sustainable

In addition to the Directives 97/67/EC amended by Directives
2002/39/EC, 2008/6/EC, is planned updating the Annex XV-C,
under which Georgia will take harmonization commitment on

cross-border parcel delivery services Regulations ((EU)
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Development of
Georgia

2018/644, (EU) 2018/1263). Within the framework of the Facility
for the Implementation of the EU — Georgia Association
Agreement, above mentioned has been reflected into the draft
Postal Law.

The draft Postal Law and its Secondary Laws are planned to be

submeted to the Parliament of Georgia in the current year.

7.1.1. Legislative changes in the
field of public procurement in
accordance with Annexes XVI-
G, XVI-D to the Association
Agreement

Adopted Law on Public

Procurement

matsne.gov.ge;
procurement.gov

.ge; spa.ge

LEPL State
Procurement

Agency

Government of
Georgia

On February 9%, 2023 the Parliament of Georgia adopted

the new “Law on Public Procurement “ in accordance with
the Association Agreement for gradual approximation
with EU Legislation.

The reform aims improvement of rational and efficient
spendings of state budget, promotion of the competitive
environment in compliance with EU Regulations and
modernization of entire public procurement landscape.
The Law will be enacted from 1% of January 2025, however
certain articles will be enacted by 2027 and 2029.

According to the obligations of the Association Agreement, the
State Procurement Agency has started approximation process
with EU Utility’s Directive. For this purpose, within the
framework of the EU funded AA Facility Implementation project,
new draft chapter of the Public Procurement Law was prepared
by the international expert, which aims legal approximation
with EU Utilities Directive. Draft law was sent to the OECD-
SIGMA for their review, after which, SPA is planning to open
discussions around the draft chapter and later it will be submitted
to the Government.

7.1.2. Elaboration and adoption
of “secondary legislation” - by-

Adopted secondary
legislation

procurement.gov
.ge; spa.ge

LEPL State
Procurement
Agency

State Procurement Agency is actively involved in elaboration
process of subordinate legal acts defined by the Law on “Public
Procurement” which must be enacted till January 1% 2025.

46



DCFTA Implementation Action Plan for 2023 Implementation Report

7.2.1. Development of new e-
services, procedures and tools of
the Unified System of Public
Procurement (e-Procurement)

system of public
procurement

.ge; spa.ge

Modernized
Unified System
of Public
Procurement (e-
Procurement;
Electronic
Government
procurement
system);

Annual Report of
the State
Procurement
Agency;
E-Newsletter of
the State
Procurement
Agency;
procurement.gov
.ge; spa.ge.

LEPL State
Procurement

Agency

.. . Source of Responsible Partner .
Activity Output Indicator Verification Institution Institution Implementation Report
laws based on the Law on
Public Procurement
7.1.3. Develop manuals, Published methodological | Annual Report of | LEPL State The Ministry of | State Procurement Agency is in the process of elaboration of
methodological guidelines and guidelines, manuals and the State Procurement Environmental | secondary legislation, methodological guidelines, manuals and
instructions in accordance with | instructions Procurement Agency Protection and | instructions based on the new “Law on Public Procurement”.
the Law on Public Procurement Agency; Agriculture of
and publish them electronically E-Newsletter of Georgia;
on the website the State Ministry of
Procurement Economy and
Agency; Sustainable
procurement.gov Development

New business processes
and new architecture, new

modules and new services
of the unified electronic

LEPL National
Agency of
Public Registry
of the Ministry
of Justice;

LEPL Financial-
Analytical
Service of the
Ministry of
Finance

In order to enact new “Law on Public Procurement”, preparatory
works for modernization of the e-Procurement system is
underway.

New version of Consolidate Tenders’ Management System (CTD)
- ctd.spa.ge was updated and launched. New system enables a
single user to have several procuring entities and vice versa,
single procuring entity might have several users. New service
was added to the system, in particular export of plans in
PDF format, filled by the buyer.

Market research module is separated from Spa.ge and developed
as a separate web-page. Search module enables notice to be
searched by market research title, name of procuring entity,
identification code, dte of announcement or by CPV code.

In cooperation with the training center, exam registration
program of the training center and participant’s registration
program is undergoing upgrade and development. At the
request of the training center, additional functions of the
program are developed, built and tested in parallel mode.
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.. . Source of Responsible Partner .
Activity Output Indicator Verification Institution Institution Implementation Report
7.3.1. Conduct trainings for the | Number of trained Annual Report of | LEPL State On March 28, 2023 the representative of SPA IT
relevant employees of the State | employees of the State the State Procurement Department participated in the workshop “Georgia’s
Procuremeyt Agency according | Procurement Agency, 15 Procurement Agency Cybersecurity in scope of National Strategy and Action
;‘0 the relc)1l11111)11'f:m;rnts of the I;ew employees g%\? ncy;l cter of Pan for 2021-2024”. Within the scope of the workshop,
aw on ic Procurement. -Newsletter o . - . .
the S::te recommendations related to informational technologies,
Procurement system and service were elaborated.
Agency;

procurement.gov
.ge; spa.ge

On April 25, May 11, and June 9, 2023, a representative of
the Information Technology Department of the State
Procurement Agency participated in a working meeting,
"State procurement process” and "supply chain". At the
meetings, recommendations were developed for
information technologies, systems, products and services,
taking into account information and cyber security

requirements;

On April 19-20 of this year, a seminar was held on the
topic "Implementation of sustainable public procurement
principles in  Georgia, challenges,
experience". The workshop was held with the support of
the Commercial Law Development Program (CLDP) of
the US Department of Commerce. Experts from the US
General Services Administration (GSA) and the United
Nations Environment Program (UNEP) were invited to
the workshop. Experts invited to the seminar presented
experience in the field of
procurement and recommendations for its successful
implementation.

international

advanced sustainable

On May 18-20, 2023, in Kakheti, at the Hotel Ambassador
Kachreti, Organized by the Georgian Center for Security
and Development (GCSD) and supported by the US
Department of State Within the framework of the project,
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"Proliferation of high-tech conventional weapons" was
held Prevention and enforcement of sanctions" training
meeting.

On June 9-11, 2023, Hotel Savaneti in Telavi of the
European Union project - "Public Support for governance
reform in Georgia", a training was held on the preparation
of the financial impact assessment of the draft law.

Within the framework of the project "Enabling the
implementation of Georgia’s forest sector reform —
ECO.Georgia", national guidelines for energy-efficient
public procurement (EEPP) are being developed in close
cooperation with the State Procurement Agency. For this
purpose, on June 19-23 2023, a study tour was held in
Germany to share experience in "energy transition" and
sustainable public procurement processes and procedures.

The study tour was organized within the framework of the
agreement signed between the German Society for
International Cooperation (GIZ) and the German Energy
Agency (dena) and was attended by representatives of the
State Procurement Agency, Ministry of Economy and
Sustainable Development, Ministry of Environment
Protection and Agriculture, Environmental Information
and Education Center, Innovation and Technology
Agency of Georgia and Ministry of Regional Development
and Infrastructure.

In June 28-29 2023, State Procurement Agency, in
collaboration with SIGMA (joint initiative of the OECD
and the European Union) organized two day workshop on
implementing EU Utilities’ Directive. Workshop was
attended by the representatives of the Competition
Agency, Dispute Resolution Council, Regulatory
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7.3.2. Conduct trainings for the
procuring authorities, economic
operators and other relevant
stakeholders according to the
new Law on Public
Procurement.

Number of trained staff of
procuring entities,
economic operators and
stakeholders: 14 courses
during the 2023 academic
year. Total of about 190
participants.

Annual Report of | LEPL State
the State Procurement
Procurement Agency
Agency;

E-Newsletter of

the State

Procurement

Agency;

Commissions and State Audit Service. International
experts introduced the audience main provisions of the EU
Utility Directive and advanced experience of EU countries
in this regard. Within the framework of the Association
Agreement, Georgia took an obligations to approximate
with EU Utilities’ Directive, which will further increase
transparency and enhance competition in this sector.

The State Procurement Agency, in collaboration with the
UN Global Compact Georgia Network and support of the
Swedish government, hosted an international conference
on September 27-28, 2023 "Ambitious Agenda Towards
EU Accesion: Public Procurement Transformation of
Georgia”. Representatives of the Government and the
Parliament of Georgia, as well as representatives of
international organizations, international financial
institutions and the diplomatic corps were participated in
the seminar.

On December 4-7, 2023, with support of the USAID
Economic Governance Program, a meeting/training was
held on =Access to the Public Procurement Markets of EU
countries. At the meeting, an international expert from
Croatia shared Croatia's experience in this regard. Event
was attended by the representatives of the State
Procurement Agency and large business associations in
Georgia.

During January-December 2023, SPA Training Center
carried out 13 training courses on “State procurement
course" were conducted.

Within the scope of above courses, total of 296 specialists
were trained, who operate as procurement specialists at
various public authorities and its’ subordinate LEPL’s and
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procurement.gov
.ge; spa.ge

LTD’s, at local self-government bodies and its’ Non-

Entrepreneurial ~Non-Commercial Legal Entities.
Certificates were given to the participants based on

testing.

With support of the USAID Economic Governance and
Local Governance Programs, State Procurement Agency,
association “Anika” and “Mac-Georgia” has organized
public procurement training course for 13 people with
disabilities. Training course was conducted from 28" of
February to 2 March at Radisson Blue Iveria. Participants

were granted certificates.

In April 2023 SPA organized seminar on "How to
participate in public procurement and achieve success".
The program was implemented with collaboration
USAID's Economic Governance Program and association
“Women for the Future”. As a result, 17 women

entrepreneurs were trained and certified.

8.1.1 Conduct trainings on
intellectual property rights for
representatives of relevant
government or executive
agencies, judges and lawyers

Number of trainings
organized for

representatives of relevant
government or executive

agencies, judges and
lawyers (At least five

trainings/seminars/workin

g meetings)

sakpatenti.gov.ge

LEPL National
Intellectual
Property Center
of Georgia —
Sakpatenti

LEPL High
School of
Justice

On May 3, the IP case-law compilation of European court
decisions was presented at the High School of Justice. The

compilation was published in the Georgian language within the
EUGIPP project. The work has been compiled on the basis of the
decisions of the General Court of the European Union (GCEU),
the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU) and the
Boards of Appeal (BOA) of the European Union Intellectual
Property Office (EUIPO) and is aimed to approximate the court
practice of Georgia and the European Union.

To familiarize with international practice on intellectual
property rights enforcement, on May 10-11 of the current year,
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Sy Qi s e et i Institution Institution

Implementation Report

within the EUGIPP project, a study visit was organized to
Hungary, with the participation of representatives of Georgian
IPR enforcement authorities and Sakpatenti staff members.
During the visit, the participants visited the customs and tax
monitoring agencies of Hungary and got acquainted with the
specificity of work of various fields.
On July 29-30, the two-day Workshop on Adjudication of Civil
Intellectual Property Infringement Cases was held in Batumi,
organized by Sakpatenti and the Commercial Law Development
Program (CLDP) of the U.S. Department of Commerce. The
event was attended by 25 judges from the courts of Georgia, 2
judges from the USA and 1 judge from the European Union.
8.1.2 Develop distance learning | Developed course sakpatenti.gov.ge | LEPL National With the agreement with the WIPO Academy, the material of a
course on intellectual property Intellectual course was translated. In addition, for 10 trainers of Sakpatenti
for judges — “DL for Judges” Property Center and the High School of Justice, the first introductory session of
of Georgia — training of trainers (ToT), the so-called masterclass was held
Sakpatenti online.
See the link:
https://www.sakpatenti.gov.ge/ka/news_and_events/559/

8.2.1. Holding trainings and Number of meetings and sakpatenti.gov.ge | LEPL National On February 1, 2023, Chairman of Sakpatenti and Director
workshops for Sakpatenti trainings organized for Intellectual General of the State Agency on Intellectual Property (AGEPI) of
employees; Organizing bilateral | employees (at least five Property Center the Republic of Moldova, signed the interstate Agreement on the
meetings and seminars with trainings/working of Georgia — Mutual Recognition and Protection of Geographical Indications
third country governments and | meetings/seminars) Sakpatenti of the two countries. On the basis of the Agreement, the
industrial associations to share Republic of Moldova assumes the obligation to ensure protection
best practices and experience of of products having the status of Georgian geographical
developed countries indications against any incorrect use or imitation. On the other

hand, ten products with the status of geographical indications of
the Republic of Moldova will be protected in Georgia.

On February 6-10 of the current year, Sakpatenti Chairman
participated in the Administration Program organized by the
United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), which was
held in Alexandria (Virginia). The Program included discussion
of issues related to functions and duties of national IP offices,
budget formation and strategic planning of activities. In addition,
the meeting focused on advantages of creation of hybrid work
environment, improvement of databases and means of increasing
transparency.
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On February 19-22 of this year, in Austin, USA, with the
support of CLDP, the representative of Sakpatenti attended and
participated in the annual meeting of AUTM together with the
representatives of different countries. The invited delegations
attended the training provided by CLDP experts. The best
practices of technology transfer were shared at the training. The
purpose of the program was to facilitate the discussion between
the participating parties in terms of technology transfer and
commercialization of intellectual property and to strengthen the
participants' capacities in this direction.

On March 22-23 of the current year, within the EUGIPP
Project, Sakpatenti staff members visited the Spanish Patent and
Trademark Office (OEPM), where they familiarized with the
specificity of its activity, organization structure and strategic
planning principles, as well as recent developments in the
direction of information and communication services and
citizens service. In addition, the delegation members got
acquainted with the specificity of the IP pre-diagnostic service
directed at supporting SMEs.

On March 23, a Webinar on Mediation of Intellectual
Property (IP) and Technology Disputes was held, co-organized
by the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
Arbitration and Mediation Center and Sakpatenti. At the
webinar, which was attended by up to 50 staff members of
Sakpatenti, the practices of the WIPO Arbitration and Mediation
Center were shared, as well as the WIPO mediation rules and
principles were discussed, which are applied to achieve
efficiency in the mediation process.

On March 24, within the EUGIPP Project, representatives of
the National Intellectual Property Center visited the Kingdom of
Spain to get acquainted with the best practice of the geographical
indications system of the Kingdom of Spain. Within the visit, the
participants familiarized with the activity of the Regulatory
Council of one of the associations of Spanish appellation of
origin, namely, the functions, certification procedure,
production, control mechanisms and information on
accreditation. The participants also visited local producers with
long tradition of protection of GIs, where they familiarized with
the production procedures in compliance with the specifications.
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8.3.1. Conduct trainings,
information meetings and

workshops to raise public
awareness

Number of trainings
conducted and workshops
(at least five
trainings/information
meetings, among them -

Professional Development

sakpatenti.gov.ge

LEPL National
Intellectual
Property Center
of Georgia —
Sakpatenti

On April 20, within the EU Georgia Intellectual Property
Project (EUGIPP), a seminar took place for Sakpatenti staff
members, aimed to improve the activity of the Chamber of
Appeals functioning at Sakpatenti. At the meeting, the EUIPO
practice and experience were considered regarding the main
directions introduced in the organization, structure and
methodology of the EUIPO’s Boards of Appeal.

The “Agreement between the Government of Georgia and
the European Patent Organization on Validation of European
Patents” (Validation Agreement) was ratified. The Agreement
will strengthen the industrial property protection and facilitate
fulfillment of the commitments under the Association
Agreement between the European Union and Georgia.
Validation increases the opportunity of Georgia to join the
European Patent Organization. In addition, proceeding from the
above-mentioned Agreement, relevant amendments were made
to the Patent Law of Georgia.

On October 30, within the joint project of WIPO and

Sakpatenti, one-day training was organized one-day training was
held for officials of state agencies, including Sakpatenti
employees on the aspects of management of the geographical
indications system.
On November 14-16, within the joint project (GESIP) of
Sakpatenti and the Swiss Federal Institute of Intellectual
Property (IPI), a Swiss expert delivered three-day training for
examiners of the Department of Inventions and New Varieties
and Breeds at the Head Office of Sakpatenti. The main topic of
the training was the freedom to operate (FTO) search in the field
of information and communication technologies. The objective
of the training was to improve the capacity and quality of the
services which are offered by Sakpatenti to intellectual property
users and the public.

In February of the current year, the project “Creativity and
IP in Georgian Schools” was completed. Within the project,
organized by the National Intellectual Property Center of
Georgia and the European Union Intellectual Property Office
(EUIPO), aimed to introduce teaching of intellectual property in

the school education, 108 teachers from 28 schools were trained
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Program, - PDP, ELSA
Summer School, General
Course on Intellectual
Property - DL101GE

in the intellectual property teaching methodology. During the
past academic period they delivered 700 lessons on intellectual
property. The lessons were attended by 2200 pupils from schools
of various regions of Georgia.

On March 1, 9, 14, and 22, Sakpatenti Training Center
organized a course "About intellectual property” for students of
technical universities of Georgia. During the lectures, the
students acknowledged in depth individual objects of intellectual
property and deepened their knowledge about the legislation in
IP field and the rights derived from the objects.

On May 22 of the current year, by the organization of the
Agrarian Issues Committee of the Parliament of Georgia,
Sakpatenti met in village Babaneuri with local farmers,
shepherds, members of producers’ association of Tushuri Guda
and introduced to them essential amendments provided for by
the draft Law of Georgia on Appellations of Origin of Goods and
Geographical Indications.

On June 14-16, the Worldwide Symposium on Geographical
Indications was held in Georgia, organized by the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and Sakpatenti. The
event was attended by about 300 representatives from 62
countries and up to 800 remote participants from various
countries of the world. In addition, an exhibition of 64 Georgian
geographical indications registered at Sakpatenti took place.

On June 17, an exhibition (festival) of wines of appellation of
origin was held in Bolnisi, in which companies producing goods
protected by geographical indications and appellations of origin
from different regions of Georgia participated together with the
representative of Sakpatenti. The purpose of the festival was
promotion of products protected by appellations of origin and
supporting of producers.

On June 30, the International Summer Law School of the
European Law Students’ Association (ELSA) was completed.
During 5 days, 11 students of the Faculties of Law of leading
universities of 7 countries passed at Sakpatenti Training Center a
specialized program, which covers study of various issues related
to the intellectual property system.

On June 21, the summer sessions of the General Course on
Intellectual Property DL101GE were completed, in which 162
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persons participated. 79 participants took an exam, whereas 69
participants passed the exam successfully. The General Course on
Intellectual Property is a free-of-charge distance learning course
of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
Academy, adapted in the Georgian language and designed for any
person interested in intellectual property rights.

In total 358 persons participated in the spring and autumn
sessions of the General Course on Intellectual Property
DL101GE. 157 participants took the exam, and 135 passed it
successfully. The General Courser on Intellectual Property is a
free distance learning course of the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) Academy, adapted in Georgian and
intended for any person interested in the field of intellectual
property.

On October 30 and November 1, within the joint project of
WIPO and Sakpatenti, two-day training was held in Alvani,
Kakheti region, for producers of Tushetian Guda cheese. The
training was led by an international expert. The objective of the
project was to strengthen the capacity of Tushetian Guda
producers.

On November 5, with the support of Sakpatenti, the
traditional annual festival “Chacha” — 2023 was held in Telavi.
Sakpatenti representatives introduced to the participants and
visitors of the festival the mechanisms of registration and
protection of geographical indications and appellations of origin.
Information materials were also provided to interested persons.
On October 14, 2023, the Gurjaani Wine Festival was held, in
which representatives of Sakpatenti and companies producing
goods protected by geographical indications and appellations of
origin from different regions of Georgia participated. The festival
was aimed to promote products protected by appellations of
origin and to support producers.

8.3.2. Publication of Number of published Published LEPL National In the reporting period, 1269 items of information materials
information booklets and flyers | information materials booklets and Intellectual were published.

flyers Property Center
of Georgia —

Sakpatenti
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8.4.1. Conducting awareness Number of workshops and | sakpatenti.gov.ge | LEPL National On July 24-25, the 7th International Conference “Georgia
raising workshops and seminars | trainings (at least 3 Intellectual Against Counterfeiting and Piracy” was opened in Batumi, co-
for owners of intellectual trainings/seminars and/or Property Center organized by Sakpatenti and the Commercial Law Development
property rights and stakeholders | work meetings) of Georgia — Program (CLDP) of the U.S. Department of Commerce. The
Sakpatenti conference was attended by representatives of enforcement

agencies of various countries and up to 200 representatives of
public and private sectors.

On July 26, a meeting of the South Caucasus and Eastern
Europe Expert Level Working Group (Georgia, Armenia,
Moldova) was held, aimed to identify challenges for the
protection and enforcement of intellectual property rights and
develop recommendations for regional cooperation between and
among the South Caucasus and Eastern Europe.

On July 27, the Trans-Caspian Intellectual Property Forum
was organized in Batumi by Sakpatenti and the Commercial Law
Development Program (CLDP) of the U.S. Department of
Commerce. The participants of the forum were representatives
of the IP Offices and Customs Departments of Armenia,
Moldova, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan
and Tajikistan. The delegates discussed regional challenges and
progress for IPR protection and enforcement, also resources and
coordination necessary to take advantage of available tools and
implement newly proposed tools.

On December 16, 2023, CLDP organized a meeting of the
Caucasus and Eastern Europe Expert Level Working Group in
Chisinau, Moldova. From Georgia the meeting was attended by
representatives of Sakpatenti, the Investigation Department of
the Ministry of Finance of Georgia, the LEPL Revenue Service
and the Poti Customs checkpoint. At the meeting, the best
practices of different countries in the direction of enforcement
of intellectual property rights at the customs were discussed.

On December 18-19, a working meeting on enforcement of
intellectual property rights was held in Chisinau, organized by
CLDP. Along with the representatives of Georgia, Ukraine,
Moldova and Armenia, the meeting was attended by
representatives of Romania. During the event, the US legislation
in on intellectual property enforcement was discussed in detail.
On December 19, a panel discussion was held, where the
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representative of Sakpatenti overviewed the mechanisms of
enforcement of intellectual property rights in Georgia.
On December 20, by the organization of CLDP and the IP
Office of Moldova, the members of the working group visited the
Customs checkpoint of Moldova and got acquainted on the spot
with the procedure for detecting counterfeit products, the rule
of submitting customs declarations and of cargo inspection
procedures.
8.4.2 Detection of counterfeit Number of cases identified | Annual report Ministry of LEPL National | 248 trademarks have been registered during the course of 2023
and pirated products, including | and investigated sakpatenti.gov.ge | Finance; Intellectual 301 orders on seizure have been issued by the Customs
on the border and suppression Property Center | department for suspected cases of IPR violations for the reporting
of infringing activities Revenue of Georgia - | period of 2023
Service Sakpatenti In 249 of these cases IPR holder and owner of goods settled on

destruction of said products. While for 15 of the cases, the IPR
holder moved to file in court. Remaining 37 cases have been
released as the counterfit nature of goods could not be
established.

9.1.1. Organizing seminars and
information meetings on
current issues of competition
for public and private sector
representatives

Number of seminars and
information meetings held

Annual report of
the

agency,
WWW.gcca.gov.g
e

LEPL
Georgian
Competition
and Consumer
Agency

In 2023, the Agency and the involvement of its representatives,
12 events were held for various target groups regarding the
current issues of competition policy. More precisely,the
representatives of the Agency organized and took part in 7 public
lectures in several Georgian universities. Public lectures

concerned efficient enforcement of competition policy and
mechanisms for consumer protection.

A workshop for judges was held at the initiative of the Agency
and with the support of the EU-funded TWINNING project.
During the workshop, the participants discussed the current
challenges of competition law, international practices, and
decisions.

In addition, during one of the sessions of the 13th Local

Economic Development Forum organized by the Tbilisi City
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9.1.2. Organizing seminars and
meetings for representatives of
the private sector on the use of
anti-dumping measures

Number of seminars and
meetings held, number of
participants

Annual report of
the agency;
WWW.gCca.gov.g
e

LEPL Georgian
National
Competition
and Consumer
Agency

Hall, titled "The Role of Competitiveness in Socio-Economic
Development," the chairman of the Agency led a discussion on
the reforms implemented in the field of competition policy and
the current topical issues.

Organized by the Association of Georgian Employers and the
Agency, an informative meeting was held between the member
undertakings of the Association and the representatives of the
Agency. The participants of the meeting received information
from the Agency about the reforms implemented in the direction
of the competition policy, the results and future plans, and
discussed the mechanisms for protecting consumer rights,
current trends and challenges.

The Agency, with support from the EU-funded TWINNING
project, organized a roundtable for business association
representatives. At the workshop, they discussed how to protect
and enforce competition policy. The meeting was interactive,
with participants including business association members, the
regulatory agency and experts from both local and international
backgrounds.

The second International Conference on "Competition and
Consumer Rights" was a collaborative effort involving five
regulatory agencies: Georgian Competition and Consumer
Agency, the National Bank, GNERC, the State Insurance
Supervision Service, and the Communications Commission.
Delegations from 20 countries, as well as heads of agencies from
10 different countries in the competition and consumer sectors,
participated in the conference. The event also drew government
and parliamentary representatives, local and international
experts, and individuals from public agencies, regulatory bodies,
academia, and the business sector.

In 2023, one seminar was held regarding the use of anti-
tempering measures, where several target groups participated.
Among them were representatives of the private sector,
including representatives of business associations and private
companies. Specifically, the seminar titled "Anti-Dumping in
Georgia: Effective Enforcement and Best Practices" was held in
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9.2.1. Organizing trainings /
seminars / study visits on current
issues of competition policy
(including legislative changes)

Number of trainings /

seminars / study visits

conducted

Annual report of
the agency;
WWW.gCca.gov.g
e

LEPL Georgian
National
Competition
and Consumer

Agency

Thilisi on June 28-29, 2023, with the support of the Commercial
Law Development Program (CLDP) of the US Department of
Commerce. The first day of the seminar, June 28, was intended
for representatives of the private sector.

In 2023, the employees of the agency participated in 15 events
on current issues of competition policy. More precisely, 5
trainings were conducted within the framework of the EU-
funded Twinning Project “Strengthening capacity of the
Competition Agency of Georgia”. Those trainings concerned the
issues of on-site inspection, merger remedies, market
inquiries,determining amount of fines and using OSINT tools
during investigations In addition, the agency's employees
attended a public lecture held at Ilia State University, where the
modern challenges of competition law and its goals were
discussed.

Moreover, the employees of the agency took part in three events
that were organized by OECD-GVH RCC in Budapest, Hungary
and Baku, Azerbaijan. The trainings concerned the current issues
of competition policy and competition advocacy. Additionally,
participated in one webinar organized by OECD, which
concerned the enforcement of competition policy in digital
markets. Moreover, the representative of the agency was on a
working visit to the event organized by UNCTAD in Geneva,
Switzerland, where important issues related to the enforcement
of competition policy were shared by different countries.

In Barcelona on October 17-20, representatives of the agency
participated in a conference organized by the International
Competition Network (ICN), where they discussed advocacy and
strengthening sustainability of competition policy, cooperation
between sectoral regulators and challenges, ICN practices, results
obtained and latest trends, competition agencies Activities,
opportunities and risk factors.

Representatives of the Agency participated in a seminar
organized by the General Directorate of Competition of the
European Commission for countries participating in the
enlargement and neighborhood policy, where anti-monopoly
and cartel procedures, facts of competition restriction by state

agencies, competition management policies and mechanisms,
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9.2.2. Raising the qualification of | Number of trainings /
the Agency staff in relation to the| seminars / study visits

use of anti-dumping measures

conducted

Annual report of
the agency;
WWW.gCca.gov.g
e

LEPL Georgian
National
Competition
and Consumer
Agency

international practice and important cases, merger regulation by
the European Union were discussed. etc.

A representative of the Agency participated in a conference held
in Tirana, Albania, where it was discussed - based on the
examples of different countries, competition policy management
methods, results, challenges, advocacy mechanisms,
opportunities for strengthening mutual cooperation, etc. Also,
the representatives of the agency attended the 22nd global forum
on competition held in Paris, France, at the invitation of the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD), where the main subject of discussion was the
strengthening of competition policy, sharing of international
practices, trends, results, challenges And it was a discussion of
future, strategically important issues. Among them, in the format
of workshops, the participants reviewed - opportunities
developed within the framework of the cooperation program,
methods of detecting and preventing anti-competitive
agreements, effective mechanisms of concentration control, etc.
Supported by the European Union-funded "TWINNING"
project, representatives of the agency went on a working visit to
Vilnius, Lithuania. During this visit, discussions centered around
effective mechanisms for concentration control, cases of abuse of
dominant position, instances of state agencies restricting
competition, restrictive agreements, and practical examples
illustrating the effective conduct of investigation processes.

In 2023, the employees of the agency participated in 3 (three)
event on the use of anti-dumping measures. The employees
finished the online course of World Trade Organization (WTO)
— “Fast Track to Subsidies and Countervailing Measures in the
WTQO?”, additionally, on June 28-29, 2023, the seminar "Anti-
Dumping in Georgia: Effective Enforcement and Best Practices"
took place in Tbilisi, supported by the Commercial Law
Development Program (CLDP) of the US Department of
Commerce. The second day of the seminar, June 29, was
specifically designated for the agency's employees to enhance
their professional qualifications.

Also, the representative of the agency participated in the forum
planned by the World Trade Organization (WTO) in Geneva.
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of close and continuous
cooperation between the
Ministry of Environmental
Protection and Agriculture and
FAO / GFCM, conducting
priority species research in the
Black Sea area - Kambala
variety, Rapana variety, as well
as regional trainings

10.1.1. Within the framework

Number of meetings and
trainings, experience
gained, as well as number
of studies conducted under
the BlackSea4Fish project
on relevant fish species

Annual report on
the
implementation
of the DCFTA
National Action
Plan dcfta.gov.ge

The Ministry of
Environmental
Protection and
Agriculture of
Georgia

LEPL -
National
Environmental
Agency;

Department of
Environmental
Supervision

Where the issues of implementation of various trade protection
measures at the national level were discussed.

In January-March, 2023, 4 employees of the Department of
Fisheries, Aquaculture and Water Biodiversity of the National
Environmental Agency participated in three separate online
workshops/trainings organized with the support of the General
Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean (GFCM) of the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
and 5 employees visited Turkey to participate in the workshop
on fish age reading methods and approaches to Black Sea
demersal trawl standardisation held in Trabzon on 13-17
February within the framework of the project BlackSea4Fish.

In April and June 2023 Within the framework of BlackSea4Fish
project, workshop was conducted for the purposes of raising the
within the coastal fishermen community.
Additionally, information was collected on practical equipment
utilized by coastal fishermen. Moreover, information was
acquired on mammals’ bychatchcaught during coastal fishing.
Informational brochures were also distributed to the fishermen.
17-21 March 17-21, 2023 - a representative of the NEA
participated in a seminar organized with the support of GFCM
on the allocation zones for marine aquaculture and the
development of respective management plans (Muscat, Oman),
where the activities and progress related to aquaculture zoning

awareness

in Georgia were presented, as well as respective challenges and
related solutions;

24-28 April, 2023 - 3 employees of the NEA attended a meeting
in Istanbul (Turkey) organized by GFCM/BlackSea4Fish Project
regarding Rapa surveys and program evaluation;

17-18 May, 2023 - a representative of the NEA participated in a
seminar (Alexandria, Egypt) on strengthening cooperation
regarding responsible investments in aquaculture, organized
with the support of GFCM, where the current situation in
Georgian aquaculture sector, existing and potential investment
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10.1.2. Facilitate trade in
timber products produced as a
result of sustainable forest

Number of business yards
arranged in the country

Annual report on
the

The Ministry of
Environmental
Protection and

opportunities were presented;28 May - 3 June, 2023 - 2
employees of the NEA participated test meeting in Trabzon
(Turkey) regarding demersal trawling within the framework of
the GFCM-supported BlackSea4Fish project, "Standardization of
Black Sea bottom trawls and testing of gears-nets of vessels";

3-7 July, 2023 - 2 employees of the NEA participated in the
session of the GFCM-supported Subregional Group on Stock
Assessment for the Black Sea (SGSABS) held in Burgas (Bulgaria),
regarding the assessment of the Black Sea Anchovy stock;

17-21 July, 2023 - 3 employees of the NEA took part in the
session of the Subregional Group on Stock Assessment for the
Black Sea (SGSABS) held in Burgas (Bulgaria) with the support
of GFCM, regarding the assessment of stocks of priority species
in the Black Sea;

National Environmental Agency participated in International
Syposium on Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFAS). In addition,
Department of Fisheries, Aquaculture and Water Biodiveristy
has taken part in a workshop “Empowering Women Towards
Sustainable Aquaculture Development”

29 September 29, 2023 - a Letter of Agreement (LoA) was signed
between the NEA and the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (FAO) on the implementation of the project
"Standardized scientific beam trawl survey for Rapa whelk in
Georgian waters";

With the support of the GFCM and the EU, Government of
Georgia drafted and then adopted decree N639 (April 3, 2023)
regarding allocated zones for aquaculture in marine waters of
Georgia, that covers both zones for both finfish and shellfish
production. This is an important step for investments in the
sector, for increase of production and to ensure export of relevant
products.

16 additional Business Service Yards have been set up in the last
6 months. In total, 54 business yards have been set up across the
country.
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economic value

10.2.1. Development of the
annual monitoring report of

Climate Action Plan

implementation
of the DCFTA
National Action
Plan dcfta.gov.ge

Annual report on
the

Protection and

Agriculture of
Georgia

The Ministry of
Environmental

.. . Source of Responsible Partner .
Activity Output Indicator Verification In?sstli)tutmn Institution Implementation Report
management implementation | Agriculture of
of the DCFTA Georgia
National Action
Plan dcfta.gov.ge
10.1.3. Assessing the resource The resource of Galanthus | Annual report on | The Ministry of A study was conducted to estimate the economic value of the
of selected plant species with is estimated the Environmental resource.. Within the framework of the research, field work was

2022 monitoring report of

carried out, on the basis of which the second report was prepared
and relevant recommendations have been elaborated.

Report for 2022 of the Climate Action Plan (2021-2023)
implementing the Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC)

Communication (FNC) and
First Biennial Transparency
Report (BTR) to the UN

Framework Convention on

Climate Change (UNFCCC)

the 5th National
Communication;

Creation of the working

group for national
inventory

implementation
of the DCFTA
National Action
Plan dcfta.gov.ge

Protection and
Agriculture of
Georgia

Climate Action Plan (2021- (2021- 2023) is presented implementation | Protection and has been developed.
2023) implementing the to the Administration of of the DCFTA Agriculture of The report was submitted to the administration of the
Nationally Determined the Government of National Action | Georgia Government of Georgia and was posted on the website of the
Contribution (NDC) Georgia Plan dcfta.gov.ge Ministry of Environmental Protection and Agriculture of
Georgia.

10.2.2. Development of a new The draft version of the Annual report on | The Ministry of Georgia's Clmate Action Plan for 2024-2025 has been developed.
Climate Action Plan (2024- 2024-2025 action plan the Environmental
2025) implementing the implementation | Protection and
Nationally Determined of the DCFTA Agriculture of
Contribution (NDC) National Action | Georgia

Plan dcfta.gov.ge
10.2.3. Preparation of the first Establishment of the Annual report on | The Ministry of Preparation of Georgia’s 5th National Communication (FNC) and
drafts of Georgia’s 5th National | working group to prepare | the Environmental the First Biennial Transparency Report (BTR) to the UN

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) has been
Started - experts have been selected and working groups
responsible for the different parts of documents have been
established.

A Working Group has been formed to prepare a National
Greenhouse Gas inventory - this component will be included in
both the 5th National Communication (FNC) and the first
Transparency Report (BTR).
vulnerability analysis for identified sectors and national
inventory has also kicked in.

Biennial Preparation  of
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Implementation Report

The first draft version of chapter one (National Circumstances)
of the BTR has been developed.

10.3.1. Awareness raising of Number of Annual report of | LEPL - Labour | Ministry of In the reporting period, Labor Inspection Office (LIO) conducted
employers and employees about | information/working the Labour Inspection Internally 35 information meetings about labour norms, including current
Labour Norms meetings and Inspection - Service Displaced legislative changes/news. Around 1700 people attended the
consultations provided; https://lio.moh.g Persons from meetings. In addition, in order to raise the awareness of youth,
ov.ge/index.php? the Occupied 6 meetings were held with about 300 students.Mandate of LIO,
Number of prepared lang=1 Territories, legislative changes/news, and the basic principles of labor rights,

thematic materials Labour, Health | including labor safety were discussed during the meetings.

and Social
Affairs of Representatives of the Labor Inspection Office participated in 23
Georgia TV programs related to LIO’s activities and current legislative
news.

In order to improve the availability of information, the official
website of the Labor Inspection Service was created
(lio.moh.gov.ge). In addition, hotline- 1575 is operational and
for the reporting period more than 11,000 incoming calls were
answered and consultations on the issues related to the
supervision of labor rights and labor safety, as well as the
interpretation of norms provided .

In order to raise awareness of the public, 3 booklets and 19 video
clips were prepared. Apart from that, taking into account the
violations revealed as a result of inspections, 13 video clips were
prepared within the framework of the awareness raising
campaign "Inspector's Adiveces", which were posted on the LIO's
social networks (Facebook, Youtube channel) and official

website (.lio.moh.gov.ge)

10.3.2. Raising the awareness of | Number of information https://lio.moh.g | Ministry of LEPL - Labour | As part of the inspections, information on child labor issues is
employers and employees about | meetings held to raise ov.ge/index.php? | Internally Inspection being constantly disseminated:
child labour awareness about child lang=1 Displaced Service e In accordance with the Organic Law of Georgia "On
labour, number of printed Persons from Occupational Safety", 3767 (primary and subsequent, before
and distributed booklets the Occupied the elimination of violations) inspections were carried out at
Territories, 1636 facilities (facilities inspected for the first time);
Labour, Health e In accordance with the Organic Law of Georgia "Labor Code
and Social of Georgia" and the Law of Georgia "On Labor Migration" 1779

inspections (initial and subsequent, before the elimination of
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Affairs of violations) were carried out at 1395 facilities (facilities
Georgia inspected for the first time);

10.3.3. Institutional
development of the LEPL-
Labour Inspection Office

LEPL - Labour Inspection
Office staffed with
relevant human resources;

Number of measures taken
to increase the capacity of
labour inspectors

Annual report of
the Labour
Inspection -
https://lio.moh.g
ov.ge/index.php?
lang=1

LEPL - Labour | Ministry of

Inspection Internally

Service Displaced
Persons from
the Occupied
Territories,
Labour, Health
and Social
Affairs of
Georgia

¢ In accordance with the resolution N112 of the Government of
Georgia of March 7, 2016 "On the approval of the state
supervision in order to prevent and respond to forced labor and
labor exploitation" 303 inspections were carried out at 303
facilities. Among them, 292 were scheduled and 11 were
unscheduled. As a result of the inspections, no signs of forced
labor were detected at 302 facilities. Only one case of violation
of Article 79 (par. 1) of the Labor Code of Georgia was
revealed; relevant fines were imposed.

As to the fourth quarter of 2023, 161 positions are already filled.
The work on staffing the Office is constantly ongoing.

In order to increase the capacities of labour inspectors, training
needs assessment was also conducted.

In the reporting period to rise professional skills of the staff
overall 15 trainings were conducted for the staff of LIO. In
particular:

With the support of the project of the Council of Europe
"Strengthening Protection of Social and Economic Rights", a
working meeting on Child labor was held. The meeting was
attended by 23 labor inspectors working in the direction of
supervision of labor rights. In addition, within the framework of
the same project, 13 new and current employees of LIO
successfully completed a 3-month training course developed
within the framework of the European Council's training
program “HELP”. Within the framework of the above-said
project, the following trainings were carried out:

- Child labor within the framework of
European Social Charter standards;

- Identification of discrimination, sexual
harassment in the process of labor
inspection and appropriate response
mechanisms;
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10.3.4. Functioning of the
LEPL-Labour Inspection Office
in accordance with the

Number of inspections and | Annual report of

facilities inspected and
recommendations issued
per year;

the Labour
Inspection -

LEPL - Labour
Inspection
Service

Ministry of
Internally
Displaced
Persons from

- Developing practical communication skills
with minors and other vulnerable groups in
the labor inspection process and sharing
child-centered approaches in the data
collection process;

- Training on international standards of labor
law in the light of European Social Charter
standards.

Also, with the support of UN Women, training on "Mechanisms
of prevention and response to sexual harassment" for labour
inspectors was carried out.

Within the framework of the public administration project (EU
PAR) the following trainings were conducted:
- Training on the integrity in public service;
- stress management;
- National standards of access to public
information;

With the support of the International Organization for
Migration, training regarding the amendments to the Law on
Labour Migration was carried out. Additionally, monitoring and
enforcement of employment regulations were conducted;

With the support of the German International Cooperation
Society (GIZ) project "Global Program - Formation of
Development-Oriented Migration" (GIZ_MEG), training was
carried out in the following direction: training of trainers and
soft skills training.

In addition, within the framework of the European Security and
Cooperation Organization (EUTO) project, with the financial
support of the Swiss Embassy of Georgia, " I and II stages of
Simulation training on human trafficking" was carried out.

In the reporting period:

-In accordance with the Organic Law of Georgia "On
Occupational Safety", 3767 (primary and subsequent, before the
elimination of violations) inspections were carried out at 1636
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extended mandate defined by https://lio.moh.g the Occupied facilities (facilities inspected for the first time). According to the
the legislation Number/indicator of ov.ge/index.php? Territories, violations revealed as a result of the inspections, LIO issued
recommendations lang=1 Labour, Health | 14178 references to all facilities. The instructions were fully
implemented and Social taken into account by 829 facilities, and 96 290 employees were

Affairs of affected by those inspections;

Georgia e Organic Law of Georgia "Labor Code of Georgia" and the Law
of Georgia "On Labor Migration" 1779 inspections (initial and
subsequent, before the elimination of violations) were carried
out at 1395 facilities (facilities inspected for the first time).
According to the violations revealed as a result of the
inspections, the service issued 2620 references to all facilities.
The initial and subsequent instructions were completely taken
into consideration by 397 organizations Inspections covered
around 72000 employees.

e In accordance with the resolution N112 of the Government of
Georgia of March 7, 2016 "On the approval of the state
supervision in order to prevent and respond to forced labor and
labor exploitation" 303 inspections were carried out at 303
facilities. Out of them, 292 were scheduled and 11 were
unscheduled. As a result of the inspection, no signs of forced
labor were detected at 302 facilities, only one case of violation
of Article 79 (par. 1) of the Labor Code of Georgia was

revealed; relevant fines were imposed.
10.3.5. Functioning of the Number of commission Minutes of the Ministry of Member In order to elaborate an action plan for 2023-3024 a working
Tripartite Social Partnership and working group meeting of the Internally Agencies / meeting of the Tripartite Social Partnership Commission was
Commission and discussing the | meetings Tripartite Social | Displaced Organizations held in April 2023. In the reporting period, meeting of the
issues envisioned by the action Partnership Persons from of the Tripartite | working group under the tripartite social partnership
plan Commission the Occupied Social commission was held. The working group discussed certification
Territories, Partnership procedures determined by the newly amended Law of Georgia

Labour, Health Commission on | “on Labour Migration”

and Social In December 2023, a meeting of the Tripartite Social Partnership
Affairs of Commission was held. The parties discussed the draft National
Georgia Strategy on Labour and Employment Policy, recommendations

of the Governmental Committee on European Social Charter and
the Furopean Code on Social Security, as well as
recommendations of the European Commission; the parties also

discussed the recommendations of the ESCR on the ratification
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of certain non-accepted provisions of the European Social
Charter.

11.1.1. Effective functioning of
the DCFTA.gov.ge

Number of website
visitors;

Number of draft legislative

acts published

Dcfta.gov.ge

Ministry of
Economy and
Sustainable
Development of
Georgia

According to the data of January-September 2023, dcfta.gov.ge

website had 5100 visitors. Apart from Georgia, the website is
being visited from the USA, China, Germany, France, Turkey
and others.

Draft laws developed in the field of sanitary and phytosanitary
and TBT in the legislative approximation process have been
published on the website for comments.

11.1.2. Organization of
meetings of the DCFTA
Advisory Group for the purpose
of involvement and awareness
of civil society, business
representatives and non-
governmental organizations in
the process of implementation
of the DCFTA

At least 1 meeting per year

Annual report on
the
implementation
of the DCFTA
Action Plan

Dcfta.gov.ge

Ministry of
Economy and
Sustainable
Development of
Georgia

Implementation is planned in the following quarter of 2023

11.1.3 Thematic meetings with
representatives of business,
non-governmental
organizations, local authorities,
academia and other interested
parties to raise awareness about
DCFTA

11.2.1. Organizing DCFTA
implementation interagency
Sub-Commission meetings

Number of meetings

At least 1 meeting

Annual report on
the
implementation
of the DCFTA
National Action;
Dcfta.gov.ge

Annual report on
the
implementation
of the DCFTA
National Action
Dcfta.gov.ge

Ministry of
Economy and
Sustainable
Development of
Georgia

Ministry of
Economy and
Sustainable
Development of
Georgia

Implementation is planned in the following quarter of 2023

Implementation is planned in the following quarter of 2023
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11.2.2. Development of the A medium-term plan for Dcfta.gov.ge Ministry of Implementation is planned in the following quarter of 2023
2024-2027 medium-term plan the implementation of the Economy and
for DCFTA implementation DCFTA has been adopted Sustainable
Development of
Georgia
11.2.3 Development and Prepared implementation | Dcfta.gov.ge Ministry of 6 month implementation report of the DCFTA 2023 Action Plan
publication of quarterly and reports Economy and was published on the dcfta.gov.ge website in Georgian and
annual reports on the Sustainable English languages.
implementation of the DCFTA Development of

Georgia
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